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To make sure that you and your family reach your financial 
goals, let us help you draw up a winning game plan. A game 
plan that will assure your family’s financial security, protect you 
against the high cost of illness, and build funds — tax sheltered 
— for a more comfortable retirement. Call today. Helping you 
become a financial winner is our full-time career. 
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Shouldn't her ring be the best it 

can be? Whether you're planning 
to spend $250 or $5000, there's only 
one place where you're sure to find the 
ring that says what's in your heart. 
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LETTERS 


TUNNEL VISION 

First I wanted to tell you I really 
enjoy your magazine and have read it 
for the past six years. My question is, 
can we see more information on sports 
like basketball, wrestling and baseball? 
I know that football is the bigger draw, 
but the other sports are important, too. 
Stew Payne 
Bedford, Mass. 


Stew: As a rule, HI is about Ne- 
braska football. In the last several years, 
we have increased our coverage of bas- 
ketball as the University and coaches 
have increased their commitment for 
progress. 


We will do the same with all other 


athletic endeavors. As each becomes 


increasingly competitive, we'll cover 


the other sports, but football is our first 
concern. 


HI COLLECTION OFFERED 

I’ve been a Husker fan for over 30 
years. Up until about 1985 (when I 
retired and moved to Arizona) I saw 
every home game and quite a few road 
and bowl games. 


[really miss seeing the Huskers play 
in person, but I get to see them on 
television here in Phoenix at a local 
sports bar. 

I also started taking HusKers 
ILLUSTRATED Once I moved to Arizona. I 
have saved every issue from 1986 to 
the present day. Since I’m moving into 


a smaller place, | was wondering if 


anybody was interested in buying back 
issues. If so, please contact me. Thank 
you. 

Harvey Hansen 

10401 W. Desert Rock D 

Sun City, Ariz. 85351 


NUMBERS DON’T LIE 

With all of the fans around the coun- 
try so biased against Tom Osborne and 
his offensive philosophy, I thought I 
would do some checking to see if these 
people had reason to be critical of Coach 
Osborne and his thinking. I'll present 
the facts and let the readers of this fine 
magazine decide. 

In his 18 years as the Husker head 
coach, his teams have won 53 games 
(roughly 30 percent of their victories) 
by more than 40 points. Looking even 


closer at the scores, Nebraska has won 
27 games during that span by 50 points 
or more, while only 39 games have 
been decided by six points or less. In 
those 39 games, Osborne’s squad is 18- 
19-2. The great Paul “Bear” Bryant 
was 43-35-17 in contests decided by 
six points or less, and many people 
consider the long time Alabama skip- 
per the best coach that ever lived. 

Looking at some other coaches in 
those same categories: Barry Switzer 
won 26 games at Oklahoma by more 
than 40 points. Bud Wilkinson coached 
the Sooners to 31 victories of over 40 
points. Brigham Young University’s 
LaVell Edwards has 26 victories of 
more than 40 points. 

Looking at those statistics, how can 
people critize the man who has con- 
tinued the fine tradition that Bob 
Devaney established in Lincoln. Tom 
Osborne is the best coach in the Mid- 
west — if not the country. Nebraska 
fans should be thankful that the Husk- 
ers have Osborne and his conservative 
style. 

Nate Richardson 
Omaha, Neb. 


Join the Tourin’ Huskers! 


Follow Nebraska's famous Huskers wherever they go! Depart from Lincoln or Omaha 
on a Fun-Filled Motorcoach Tour and Catch all the exciting Big Red football action! 


°573 
226 


*271 
588 


O Nebraska vs. Arizona State — Sept. 27-29 (Roundtrip Air from 
Lincoln, 2 nights stay at the Scottsdale Hilton, Welcome Reception, more!) 


O Nebraska vs. Oklahoma State - Oct. 11-13 (3-day/2 night 
Motorcoach Tour, 2 nights at the Wichita Hilton) 


O Nebraska vs. Colorado — Nov. 1-3 (3-day/2 night 
Motorcoach Tour, 2 nights at the Executive Tower Inn in Denver) 


O Nebraska vs. Kansas - Nov. 9 
(1-day Motorcoach Tour) 


All Tour Prices include tax & service 
and are per person rates based on 

double amet’ g Each tour also 

includes reserve 9 me seats and 

Pre-Game Husker Huddle! 


Call today for complete details! 
=e > 
Travel with 
FIRSTIER BANK BUILDING 


13th & M Street 
474-4566 


Confidence. 


GATEWAY 
Southwest Corner 
464-5902 


PIONEER PLAZA 
33rd & Highway 2 
489-2277 


AIRPORT 
Lincoln Municipal 
474-7111 


CALL TOLL-FREE 
1-800-228-4395 


OFFICIAL CONCERN 

My wife and I were at the season 
opener against Utah State and I am 
certainly glad the officials cared enough 
about the athletes to postpone the game 
for a short period of time due to the 
threat of lightning. We have seen, with 
devastating impact, what lightning can 
do after it killed spectators at two major 
golf tournaments this summer. 

While some people may have been 
upset about the short delay, I for one 
was thankful there are still people who 
put safety first. 

Adam Franks 
Lincoln, Neb. 


CHEAP SHOTS 

When Scott Baldwin and Lance 
Lewis went down with injuries against 
Utah State, I found it a bit peculiar that 
two players in great shape would sud- 
denly be injured. Later, I heard Coach 
Osborne comment about one of the 
Utah State players (cornerback Ron 
Edwards) diving at the legs and ankles 
of the other players and using cheap 
tackling maneuvers to try to slow down 
the Husker attack. 


Edwards was the tackler on the plays 
where Baldwin and Lewis were in- 
jured. Film has proven he uses 
dangerious arm tackles and techniques 
that could seriously injure the oppo- 
nent. Can’t the NCAA do anything 
about this? 

That isn’t what college football is 
about. A malicious hit cost the Huskers 
Mickey Joseph against Oklahoma last 
season. How many mroe players will 
be hurt before the NCAA starts to 
suspend players who try to hurt other 
players? What will it take to enforce 
some kind of punishment — a broken 
neck? 

I may sound like I am on a soapbox, 
but the true spirit of collegiate athletics 
becomes tarnished when players intend 
to cripple the opposition. Something 
has to be done before it is too late. 
Leon Philpott 
Scottsbluff, Neb. 


KEITHEN CAN 

I have nothing but praise for quar- 
terback Keithen McCant. He has waited 
along time for his turn and he is making 
the most of the opportunity. Perhaps he 


from our readers 


is the missing link in the Husker quar- 
terback puzzle. He has certainly shown 
his athleticism in huge wins over Utah 
State and Colorado State. He can 
complete the forward pass and run the 
ball with the skill of an I-back. That’s 
the kind of quarterback Nebraska needs 
to beat the likes of Colorado, Oklahoma 
dn Florida State (in the Orange Bowl, 
of course). 

Keithen isa great player. Who knows 
how many other great players Nebraska 
has? With all of the talent on the Ne- 
braska sideline, it’s hard to get every 
player in the game, but it’s always 
possible that the one player who doesn’t 
receive much attention will be the one 
guy who can make the difference be- 
tween a good season and a great season. 
Keithen McCant is living proof of that. 
Ben Davis, 

Lincoln, Neb. 


We want to hear your comments and 
answer your questions. Mail them to 
“Letters,” P.O. Box 83222, Lincoln, 
Neb. 68501. 


We ManageWa You. 


The professionals at Kirkpatrick, Pettis, Smith, Polian Inc. don’t 
just make recommendations about how to manage your 
investments. We manage with you, because we believe a 
productive exchange of ideas helps clarify your goals and gives us a 
better understanding of your needs. It ts the key to your success 
and ours. Call us today and find out how this partnership works. 


Kirkpatrick, Pettis, 


Smith, Polian Ine. &) 


tavestment Bankers 
A Mutual of Omaha Company 
Member SIPC 


Home Office * 10250 Regency Circle, Suite 200 © Omaha, NE 


402-397-5777 © 1-800-776-5777 
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TIME-OUT— 


What’s a safety really 
worth — 1 or 2 points? 


If you and I were chatting at a social 
gathering and I mentioned that a safety 
can be worth one point, what would 
you think of me? You would probably 
say to yourself, “This guy doesn’t know 
much about football. Everyone knows 
that a safety is worth two points.” 

Well here’s my chance to firmly 
establish my credibility as a knowl- 
edgeable college football fan and col- 
umnist. Are you ready? 

Let’s take you to a Saturday after- 
noon game between Purdue and Notre 
Dame. Notre Dame just scored a 
touchdown and the Irish are about to try 
for an extra point. Wait a minute...they 
have decided to go for two. Remember 
that on a conversion attempt, the de- 
fensive team can score two points if 
they get possession of the ball and ad- 
vance it to the opposing team’s end 
zone on the play. 

The Notre Dame quarterback passes 
the ball into the end zone and a Purdue 
defensive back intercepts it. The Purdue 
player fumbles the ball as he emerges 


from the end zone while beginning to 
run it back. It then bounces into the end 
zone where a Purdue linebacker jumps 
on the ball. What is the verdict? 

According to the NCAA Football 
Rule Book, it is a safety that is just 
worth one point. 

You can have a lot of fun with your 
friends regarding the one-point safety. 
Challenge them on it and then show 
them Article 1 of Rule 8. They will be 
convinced that you are a rules guru. 


Open season on kickers 


Some of the most vulnerable players 
on the football field are the punter, 
kicker and holder. Their duties require 
intense concentration to avoid being 
distracted by opposing players who may 
be zeroing in for contact. 

To protect these players, a set of 
rules was implemented to penalize the 
opposition for unfairly capitalizing on 
this vulnerability by roughing or run- 
ning — the kicker or aries es 


is blocked. Thene everyone is* “fair game” 
to the player who blocked the kick. The 


following discussion assumes that the 
kick was not touched. 

Roughing is called when a defen- 
sive player plows into the kicker or 
holder. The officials must use their 
judgment to decide if the defender 
disregarded the fact that severe contact 
with those players should be avoided. 
If so, a 15-yard penalty will be assessed 
against the defense along with an au- 
tomatic first down. 

The rules say that if a defender “dis- 
placed” a kicker or holder, but was 
sensitive to their unique status, then 
roughing will not be called. Instead the 
less-harsh penalty of running into the 
kicker or holder will be whistled. It 
carries just a 5-yard assessment and no 
automatic first down. By the way, offi- 
cials are told to ignore any incidental 
contact on these kicking plays. 

Until a few years ago, it seemed that 
collegiate programs made Drama 101 a 
mandatory class for their kickers. You 
would see great acting performances to 
impress upon the officials they were 
the recipient of significant contact by 
the defense. Now, if an official sees 
through this deception, the offense can 


Improve Your Footing 


Old Mill Shopping Center, 10862 W. Dodge Rd., Omaha, NE 68154. 
Mon.-Fri. 9-8, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 12-5 (402) 493-3500 FAX (402) 493-5134 


On The Corporate Ladder. 


Nothing fits business like Allen-Edmonds. And at the Allen-Edmonds Company 
Store, they fit your budget, too. Our near-perfect Allen-Edmonds seconds are 
25% less than first-quality, in sizes 5-18, AAAA-EEE. 
Or choose from our many first-quality brands for 
men and women. All fitted by trained shoe profes- 
sionals. The Allen-Edmonds Company Store. A 
great business decision. 


Company Store 
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be penalized 15 yards for simulating 
contact by the opposition. 

Imagine a snap going over the head 
of the punter. He retrieves it and then 
immediately gets the punt away before 
he is leveled by a defender who did not 
touch the ball. What happens? 

If the punter recovers the loose ball 
and it is obvious that he intended to 
kick it, then he is still protected under 
the running into/roughing rules. If he 
gives the impression after picking up 
the ball that he intends to run and at the 
last second he “quick kicks,” subse- 
quent contact does not result in a pen- 
alty. 

The pros take a different approach. 
According to NFL rules, if a kicker 
picks up a loose ball, he is treated the 
same as any other player on the field, 
regardless of whether he kicks the ball 
or not. An NFL punter thus puts his life 
into the hands of the center who snaps 
the ball. 

What would football be like if there 
werent these roughing or running into 
the kicker rules for protection? 


Finding the eligible 
player isn’t always easy 


Offensive interior linemen seem to 
miss all the fun. The center, guards and 
tackles rarely pass, run or kick the ball. 
All they get to do is block, block, block. 
You hardly ever see them catch the 
ball. Let’s see why not. 

According to NCAA rules, at least 


five offensive players on the line of 


scrimmage must wear a number be- 
tween 50 and 79. The five interior line- 
men almost always wear those num- 
bers because a player who does is not 
allowed to touch a forward pass. You 
wouldn’t want one of your skilled re- 
ceivers wearing a number that prevents 
him from doing what he does best — 
catching passes. 

Who is eligible to catch a pass? The 
two players who are on the ends of the 
line of scrimmage and all backs includ- 
ing the quarterback (as long as they are 
not wearing 50 through 79) are eligible. 
So if a team puts in a defensive tackle 
wearing number 72 at fullback (a la 
William “Refrigerator” Perry), he still 
would not be permitted to catch a pass. 

If an ineligible receiver does toucha 
forward pass, his team is penalized 5 
yards and itis aloss of down. He is even 
penalized 5 yards (but no loss of down) 
if he doesn’t touch the ball but is be- 


— continued on page 4] 
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M.. Tenopir smiled at the 


recollection. Nebraska was playing 
Kansas State several seasons ago, and 
Kerry Weinmaster, the Cornhusker 
middle guard, was giving the Wildcats’ 
young offensive linemen fits. 

Former Nebraska assistant Carl 
Selmer, Kansas State’s offensive line 
coach, took his guards aside and told 
them that in pass protection, the “call- 
side’’ guard should join the center in 
double-teaming Weinmaster. 

“The kids (guards) got so flustered, 
they couldn’t remember who the ‘call- 
side’ guard was,” said Tenopir. “So at 
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halftime, Carl told them both to double- 
team on pass pro. They ended up three- 
on-one.” 

The story illustrates not only 
Weinmaster’s remarkable quickness but 
also the problems encountered by in- 
experienced linemen. 

With young linemen, “it’s not so 
much (learning) who to block as it is 
how to block,”* Tenopir said. “You can 
know where you re supposed to go, but 
things happen so quickly. If you're not 
poised and mature enough to handle it, 
you'll get flustered. 

“We can run a 43-dive, a 43-draw, a 


ALL 


Coach Osborne’s success this 
season will greatly depend on his 
offensive line. 


43-dive pass or a 43-draw pass, where 
just one word changes things. A young 
kid can get up to the line of scrimmage 
and wonder: ‘Was that a dive? Was ita 
draw? Was it adive pass?’ Things click 
pretty fast.”” 

Many of the offensive linemen 
whom Nebraska must count on this 
season have probably experienced such 
feelings during the early going. Tack- 


les Erik Wiegert and Brian Boerboom 
are the only senior starters, and junior 
guard Will Shields is the only other 
offensive lineman with starting expe- 
rience. 

“That’s why those guys have to re- 
ally hold together at the start here,” 
Tenopir said of the non-conference 
season. “They’ve played. Not only are 
they decent players, they also have the 
mental capacity to handle the high- 
intensity things because they’ ve been 
through it. That’s more of a concern 
with young guys, to me, than what they 
can do physically.” 

In offensive line play, there’s no 
substitute for game experience, par- 
ticularly in high-pressure situations. 
“We can go over something 100 times 
in practice, but when a guy gets in a 
ballgame where his juices are pump- 
ing, it affects his mental aspect, espe- 


cially when he’s young.” 

How young is Nebraska’s offensive 
line? 

Behind Wiegert and Boerboom at 
the tackles are Lance Lundberg, a 
redshirted sophomore; Rob Zatechka 


and Zach Wiegert, both redshirted 
freshmen; and Ray Reinfenrath, a fifth- 


is oneo 


Coach 
Milt Tenopir 


year senior with little game experience. 

Behind Shields at right guard are 
T.J. Slansky, a walkon transfer from 
Garden City, Kan., Community Col- 
lege and Brenden Stai, a redshirted 
freshman. Juniors Dave Jensen and 
Chris Zyzda are competing for the No. 
| left guard job, with redshirted sopho- 


erening holes for runners like Derek Brown (21) 
the many trademarks of Brian Boerboom 
(76) and his fellow linemen. 


more Ken Mehlin backing them up. 

And the competition at center in- 
cludes Jim Scott, a redshirted sopho- 
more; Bill Ziegelbein, asenior letterman 
and walkon; and Terris Chorney, a 
redshirted junior. 

Despite the inexperience, “I think 
the offensive line has a lot of potential,” 
Coach Tom Osborne said recently. 
“We're really pleased with some of 
those younger guys.” 

Part of the line’s potential is based 
on the fact that those in it are consider- 
ably bigger and stronger than linemen 
in recent seasons. 

Boerboom, Jensen, Lundberg, 
Zatechka, Zach Wiegert and Reifenrath 
all weighed in at 300 pounds or better 
for the beginning of fall camp. Erik 
Wiegert checked in at 297 pounds, with 
Shields and Zyzda both over 280. 

The 6-foot-2 Scott was the lightest 
of the regulars, at 258. 

The average Cornhusker lineman 
stood 6-3 and weighed 287 pounds, up 
nearly 16 pounds from a year ago. 

And they weren’t just bigger; they 
were stronger. “That will help us down 
the road,” said Osborne. “We’re not 


just overwhelming right now, but we’re 


much better than we were (a year ago). 
We’re more confident.” 

For Cornhusker linemen, size and 
strength have traditionally meant con- 
fidence. In recent seasons, however, 
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Nebraska looked for speed and quick- 
ness first when recruiting offensive 
linemen, because those qualities char- 
acterized defenses. Offensive linemen 
had to be able to move quickly to block 
defenders such as former Oklahoma 
State tackle Leslie O’Neal, who was 
6-4, 235. 

Despite his size, O’ Neal was among 
the nation’s best defensive tackles. Now, 
O’Neal-size defensive linemen are the 
exception. 

So big is again better when it comes 
to offensive linemen. Quickness is still 
important. “But if you can get the job 
done, even though you’re maybe not as 
quick, you're probably better off going 
with bigger guys,” Tenopir said. “It’s 
easier to increase mobility than to build 
bulk.” 


Jim Scott (below) is the lightest 
NU lineman, at 258. 


The Cornhuskers’ 59-28 season- 
opening victory against Utah State pro- 
vided evidence of that. 

“I was fairly impressed with the 
mobility the kids showed,” said Tenopir. 


i eidp et - 
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“It’s hard to simulate a game in practice 
time, so that was really the first obser- 
vation we were able to make of their 
true mobility.” 

The line helped open the way to 787 
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Chris 
Zyzda can’t 
rest as he is 
constantly 
challenged 
for the left 
guard job. 


Zach Wiegert’s leadership will be the key in 
helping mature the less experienced line. 


S 


yards and 44 first downs, an NCAA 
record. “We’re not so naive to think we 
saw the best defense we're going to see 
this year,’’ Tenopir said after the game. 
“But it was a good way to begin.” 


That was literally true, as the Corn- 
huskers scored on their first possession 
of the season, driving 66 yards on eight 
plays. Last season, Nebraska scored on 
its opening drive only four times in 12 
games. 

Most of the season, the Cornhuskers 
started slowly. Not so against Utah 
State. 

“It was real important to score on 
that first drive,” said Erik Wiegert. 
“After last year and the trouble we had 
getting started, it was important to do 
well on our first series or two.” 

In fact, Nebraska scored on its first 
three possessions and probably would 
have continued that streak had it not 
been for its own mistakes. The Corn- 
huskers never punted. 

Included in the 787 yards were 617 
on the ground, the second-best single- 
game total in school history. Nebraska 
averaged 8 yards per offensive play. 
“That offensive line kind of bowls you 
over,” Utah State linebacker Del Lyles 
said. 

Because of the shift in emphasis to 
smaller, quicker linemen, the Corn- 
huskers haven’t always been able to 
bowl over opponents in recent seasons. 
But given this year’s size and strength, 
“we ought to be able to do more things 
inside,” Tenopir said. 

“That doesn’t mean we feel the only 
thing we're going to be able to do is run 
at people though. It’s just that, if people 
dictate (running) to us, we feel a little 
more comfortable. We ought to be able 
to do it better than we have.” 

A solid running attack is the founda- 
tion of Nebraska’s offense. 

“Ifyou can run the ball and the other 
team can’t, you’re going to be in aw- 
fully good shape in most cases. Espe- 
cially in our league, with the type of 
teams we play,” said Tenopir. 

That doesn’t preclude the possibil- 
ity of an improved passing attack, 
though. The two aren't mutually exclu- 
sive. In fact, they can be complemen- 
tary. “I don’t think we could improve 
our throwing if our running wasn’t de- 
cent,” Tenopir said. 

“An improved passing game has to 
be followed by a good running game. 
It's a combination deal. With the type 
of offensive linemen we have, we ought 
to be able to run the ball and do play- 
action passing stuff.” 

The elements are there. All that’s 
needed is a little time. 

“Its a matter of smoothing things 
oul, stepping with the right foot, put- 
ting your head in the right place, passing 


people off on pass blocks and making a 
lot of line calls,” Osborne said. “It’s 
kind of like a basketball team; they’ ve 
got to have a feel for each other and 
where everybody’s going to be. They 
have to be coordinated. Some of that 
isn’t as smooth as we'd like it to be.” 

Playing in games is about the only 
way to smooth things out. 

In the past, Nebraska has been able 
to ease its offensive linemen into the 
system. But with reduced numbers re- 
sulting from NCAA scholarship limits 
and fewer walkons, offensive linemen 
are being forced to play earlier. 

Shields didn’t redshirt. He played 
with the varsity out of necessity and 
because he was talented enough as a 
freshman. 

Zach Wiegert, Zatechka and Stai all 
redshirted as freshmen a year ago, which 
means they practiced with the scout 
team and “didn’t do any of our offense 
until last spring,” Tenopir said. “So 
really, they’ ve only been through a few 
weeks of practice. 

“It would be unfair for us to expect 
them to know everything, even though 
we'd like for them to know everything, 
and we continue to ride them and push 


them as fast as we can.” 

Redshirting and playing on the scout 
team has its benefits. 

“Even though they probably don’t 
progress as far as a knowledge of our 
offense, they progress a lot in tech- 
nique and learning what it’s like to go 
against the best. Physically they ma- 
ture,” Tenopir said. 

“But the mental part, it takes a good 
year, maybe two, in any system to be 
proficient.” 

Because of limited numbers, not 
every program has the luxury of 
redshirting offensive linemen. Such 
programs are forced to hurry young- 
sters into the lineup. “We've played 
teams in our league that have had to do 
that over the years — with really young 
kids,” Tenopir said. 

When there are too many, the results 
have been predictable. 

“They've taken it in the shorts,” he 
said. “The young kids just couldn’t 
handle things a more mature lineman 
could.” 

Sometimes, young players in the 
heat of competition forget the most 
basic things...such as which guard is 
playing the “call side." 
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Ist ANNUAL NEBRASKA ALUMNI 


CELEBRITY GOLF TOURNAMENT 


February 20-23 
Phoenix, Arizona 


Former Husker Rod Smith, now President 
of Dynamic Sports International 
presents: 


A Great Winter Get-A-Way to Sunny Arizona 


Husker Legends such as 
TOM OSBORNE, BOB DEVANEY, 

TOM RATHMAN, BRETT CLARK, MARC MUNFORD, 
DAVE RIMMINGTON, DANNY NOONAN, 
TURNER GILL, BRIAN DAVIS AND MORE... 
will be there to support the NU Athletic Program 


A portion of the proceeds from the vacation package will go 
toward a Scholarship Fund for continuing education 
for NU athletes 


CALL NOW FOR RESERVATIONS, SPACE IS LIMITED 
1-800-745-7580 
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nthe closing minutes of the Ne- 
| af braska football team’s 17-0 vic- 
tory against Notre Dame in Lincoln in 
1925, Knute Rockne winked at Ed Weir. 

The wink must have seemed curious 
to anyone who noticed. Rockne was, 
afterall, the Notre Dame head coach. 
And Weir was a Nebraska tackle. 

“No one else could know what he 
meant,” Weir would recall many years 
later. “But I understood.” 

Placed in context, it could be easily 
understood. Rockne was paying Weir 
yet one more compliment in a relation- 
ship that began in 1923. 

World War I had ended, ushering in 

the Roaring *20s, 
an “era of 
wonderful 
nonsense,”’ 
according to 
one historian. 
It was a time 
of prohibition 
and flappers 
in short skirts 
and bobbed 
hair, atime of 
“Model T” 
Fords, jazz 
bands and 
spectator 
sports. 

It was also 
a time when 
the Corn- 
huskers regu- 
larly played 
football 
against Notre 
Dame. 

Nebraska 
handed Notre 
Dame its lone 
defeat in 
1922, leaving 
South Bend 
with a 14-6 
victory. With 
that game the 
stage was set 
for the playing out of Cornhusker 
football’s greatest drama during the 
Roaring *20s. 

Weir was a freshman at Nebraska 
and didn’t make the trip to South Bend 
in 1922. Notre Dame backs Elmer 
Layden, Don Miller, Jim Crowley and 
Harry Stuhldreher, who would be nick- 
named the “Four Horsemen” by equally 
legendary sportswriter Grantland Rice 
in 1924, were sophomores. 

Rockne, the Four Horsemen and 
Weir, all of them college football leg- 


ends, came together on the same field 
for the first time in 1923. On Noy. 10 in 
Lincoln, before an audience of some 
30,000 — “the greatest crowd ever as- 
sembled in the Missouri Valley to 
witness a football game,’* according to 
the Nebraska State Journal — the 
Cornhuskers defeated Rockne’s “won- 
der team” by 14-7. 

The State Journal headline the next 
day proclaimed: “Husker Win Upsets 
World of Football.”’ 


Notre Dame was regarded as four 
touchdowns better than Coach Fred 
Dawson’s Cornhuskers, who won the 
Missouri Valley Conference but fin- 


ished the season with an undistinguished 
record of 4-2-2, overall. 

Backs Dave Noble and Rufus 
Dewitz, who threw a touchdown pass, 
and end John “Choppy” Rhodes drew 
praise in newspaper accounts of the 
game, as did Nebraska’s “green” line. 

That line, the Nebraska State 
Journal's John Bentley reported, 
“forced the Irish to an aerial attack 
when their famous off-tackle plays, end 
runs and line bucks refused to net 
yards.”* Weir, a sophomore, was a 


prominent member of the line. 

Nearly 30 years later, Weir told 
Lincoln Journal sports editor Walt 
Dobbins that the 1923 upset of Notre 
Dame was one of his two biggest thrills 
in football. The other, he said, was 
Nebraska’s 14-0 victory over Illinois 
and Red Grange, the Galloping Ghost, 
at Champaign, Ill., in 1925. 

According to author James E. 
Sherwood, in his book Nebraska 
Football, Grange “left the game at the 
beginning of the fourth quarter almost 
ina state of tears because of the frustra- 
tions caused by the Cornhusker de- 
fense.”’ 

Weir, who 
stood 6-feet 
tall and 
weighed 191 
pounds, was 
a tenacious 
defender. He 
was consid- 
ered one of 
the first “red- 
dogging” 
linemen, set- 
ting upa yard 
or two off the 
line of scrim- 
mage and us- 
ing his quick 
start to crash 
through the 
offensive line 
and_ tackle 
ball carriers. 
Weir’s ag- 
gressive play 
twice earned 
him All- 
American 
recognition. 
Anditearned 
him the re- 
spect of 
Rockne and 
Notre Dame. 

After Nebraska's 
34-6 loss to the 
Fighting Irish at South Bend in 1924, 
Rockne visited the Cornhusker locker 
room to congratulate Weir on his per- 
formance. Notre Dame students voted 
him onto their post-season “All- 
American Team,” proclaiming: “Ed 
Weir, the gentleman — Notre Dame 
pays you the compliment of being the 
outstanding tackle to ever appear on 
Carter (Field).”’ 

Nebraska defeated Notre Dame in 
Lincoln 17-0 in the final game of Weir’s 
college career. 
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Rockne called Weir “the greatest tackler anda man who plays always as 
(football player) in the country; a great if inspired.”’ 
man in size, fast, a furious charger, hard Weir was the “greatest tackle of all 


OUR THOROUGH EYE EXAM 
IS WELL WORTH LOOKING INTO. 


At Pearle, you'll get a comprehensive eye exam from an 
experienced Doctor of Optometry. A doctor who will discuss 

your history and your lifestyle needs. A doctor who will answer 
your questions. A doctor who will make sure you get the prescription 
that’s right for you. And isn’t that just what you're looking for? 


1132 ‘O° Street Gateway Mall 1437 North Webb Road 
Lincoln, NE Lincoln, NE Grand Island, NE 
(402) 476-7583 (402) 464-7416 (308) 382-9205 


time,” said Rockne. 
In that context, 
Rockne winked at 
Weir. 

Weir com- 
peted during a time 
often described by 
sports historians as 
the “Golden Age.” 
Among his athletic 
contemporaries were 
Babe Ruth, Jack 
Dempsey, Bob Jones 
and Babe Didrikson, whose names were 
as recognizable as those of musicians, 
pop singers, movie stars and Prohibition 
Era gangsters. 

College football had a greater ap- 
peal than the professional game, and 
Weir was among the sport’s best. 

The facts of his success can be found 
quickly enough. But, for the most part, 
those facts, of themselves, have little 
meaning now. The game has changed. 
Life has changed. 

Still, Nebraska football has forever 
been shaped by all those who have 
played, and more so by a special few. 
Weir was among those few. 

His influence went beyond football, 
of course. He also was successful in 
track and field, as both competitor and 
coach. It went beyond even that, how- 
ever. 

Many people think football’s effect 
on the state’s self-image began with the 
arrival of Bob Devaney in 1962. But 
Cornhusker football has been in the 
fabric of the state since the turn of the 
century. 

The fact of Weir’s athletic accom- 
plishments has significance beyond the 
fields on which he competed. He has 
left a stamp on the state just as surely as 
have politicians and authors. 

Weir died in the spring — May 13, 
1991 — at the age of 88. With his 
passing, another door on Nebraska’s 
rich past was closed forever. ll 
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DAILY FOOTBALL PRACTICE REPORTS BEGIN AUGUST 15. 
COVERAGE AT YOUR FINGERTIPS 
INJURY REPORTS COME ON LINE AS THEY HAPPEN 
—sCOUTING THE OPPONENT — 
EACH MONDAY & FRIDAY BEFORE EVERY GAME 


POST GAME ACTION ON LINE 
WITHIN TWO HOURS OF EACH GAME 


RECRUITING REPORTS EVERY MONDAY 


BASKETBALL ACTION WEEKLY UNTIL SEASON BEGINS 


DON’T MISS A MINUTE OF HUSKER ACTION! 
CALL NOW! 


$2.00 For THE FIRST MINUTE? $1.00 THEREAFTER. CHARGES WILL APPEAR ON YOUR MONTHLY TELEPHONE STATEMENT. 


“Don’t Put Us Away Yet” 


As Yogi Berra once said, it was déja 
vu all over again. 

For a while, Nebraska held its own 
against Washington last Saturday night. 
But “we were just notable to hang in there 
with them,” Cornhusker Coach Tom 
Osborne said. 

The game bore a striking resemblance 
to last season’s 27-12 loss against Colo- 
rado at Memorial Stadium, right down to 
a 12-point Nebraska lead in the third 
quarter. 

And like the Colorado game, it was 
soon after the Cornhuskers went ahead by 
12 that the visitors asserted their physical 
superiority. 

As the fourth-ranked Huskies changed 
ends of the fieldto begin the fourth quarter 
of their 36-21 victory against Nebraska, 
they held up four fingers, signifying the 
fourth quarter would belong to them. And 
soit did, as did most of the second half, for 
that matter. “We were just notable to hold 
up,” said Osborne. 

That was dramatically underscored by 
Washington’s 618 total yards and 31 first 
downs. The yardage was the third-most 
against the Cornhuskers in modern history. 

Oklahoma gained 656 yards against 
Nebraska in a 54-6 victory at Norman in 
1956 and Notre Dame gained 620 yards 
in beating the Cornhuskers 44-13 at 
Memorial Stadium in 1948. 

Nebraska had never allowed as many 
as 31 first downs in a game. The previous 
record, 29, was established by Oklahoma 
— who else? — in a 55-7 victory at 
Norman in 1954. 

As with the yardage totals, the first 
down record belonged to another era in 
Cornhusker football. 

“You've got to do a better job,” said a 
somber Charlie McBride, Nebraska’s 
defensive coordinator. “We're not very 
good on defense right now, and that’s a 
good football team.” 

Good or great? “Washington’s of- 
fense is good,” Osborne said. “Their 
defense is superlative.” 

You'd be hard pressed to find anyone 
who saw the game, including a regional 
television audience on ABC, unwilling to 
agree with Osborne. 

By the second half, Washington had 
taken control of the line of scrimmage, 
which meant Nebraska had almost as 
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McCant was 
under heavy 
pressure from 
the Huskies 
throughout 
the game. 
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much difficulty moving the ball as it did 
stopping the defending Pac-10 and Rose 
Bowl champions. 

The Cornhuskers managed only five 
first downs in the second half, three of 
them in the final 4:50, after Washington 
had the game in hand. After Nebraska 
scored to go ahead 21-9 with 5:32 left in 
the third period, its next four series were 
all three-downs-and-punt. The Corn- 
husker offense which managed to gain 
199 yards in the first half was in suspended 
animation for most of the second half. 

As a result, Washington kept getting 
the ball back and applying pressure to 
Nebraska’s relatively young and inexpe- 
rienced defense. Washington finished with 
adecisive advantage in time of possession. 
The Huskies had the ball nearly 20 min- 
utes in the second half and more than 35 
minutes total. 

“We justdidn’t getthe ball back much,” 
Osborne said. 

The Cornhuskers’ inability to move 
the ball on offense contributed to their 
defensive problems. Nebraska’s defense 
got little rest. “But we were part of the 
problem,” said McBride. “We let *em off 
the hook.” 

The Cornhuskers weren’t able to put 


enough pressure on Washington quarter- 
back Billy Joe Hobert, who completed 23 
of 40 passes for 283 yards and one touch- 
down. 

“For a while, we got some pretty good 
pressure,” McBride said. “But right now, 
we don’t have the personnel to stay with 
them for four quarters. Washington’s a 
heck of a football team; they’re winners. 

“And we just wore out.” 

Nebraska intercepted two passes and 
recovered one of the Huskies’ three 
fumbles — to set up the third-quarter 
touchdown at Washington’s 2-yard line. 
But the Huskies “had a good concept and 
they did a good job. Our biggest problem 
was that we couldn’t get to the passer,” 
said Osborne. 

“They protected him well enough that 
we couldn’t get to him.” Then, “when 
they hit some passes, it made our defense 
collapse, and the draws started to open 
up. 

Some of the Cornhuskers’ defensive 
weariness was a result of a lack of sub- 
stitution. “We don’t have the depth to 
play a team like that,’ McBride said. 
“Maybe we should have substituted more, 
butIdon’tknow aboutour backup people.” 

Such second-guessing aside, Wash- 


ington was the stronger team. “I don’t 
know if we’re clear out of Washington’s 
league,’” said Osborne. 

But the Huskies left little doubt they 
were better. 

Such was the case with Colorado last 
season, which probably is why that 
comparison was so much on the minds of 
Cornhusker fans Saturday night. After 
the loss to Colorado, Nebraska lost its 
focus and two of its final three games in 
embarrassing fashion last season. 

The question now is, whether that will 
happen again. With “all the negativism 
that’s been thrown at our football team,”” 
McBride said that it was possible. “The 
biggest concern I have now is whether we 
can come back. 

“What happens to us now? Your guess 
is as good as mine. Who knows? We'll 
find out next week.” 

The Cornhuskers vowed tocome back. 
“Don’t put us away yet. We'll be fine,”’ 
said senior quarterback Keithen McCant, 
who completed 12 of 28 passes for 173 
yards and one touchdown, a 42-yarder to 
split end Jon Bostick. 

McCant seemed to respond to the 
challenge ofhis first big game, even though 
“they put a lot of heat on him,” Osborne 
said. 

McCant, like Hobert, was intercepted 
twice, but the second came near the end of 
the game, when he was trying in des- 
perationtorally the Comhuskers. McCant 
was disappointed, but he wasn’t dis- 
couraged. “We havea whole season ahead 
of us,” he said. “We'll be better. You'll 
see.” 

He saw reason for optimism in 
Nebraska’s effort. “Now people know 
we’ re forreal this year. We had them back 
on their heels,’’ said McCant. 

Emotion and Washington mistakes 
carried the Cornhuskers through the early 
going. Nebraska scored on its second 
possession, going 76 yards on only six 
plays, the biggest being McCant’s 16- 
yard gain on a third-and-10 from the 
Cornhusker 24-yard line. 

“We moved the ball well on our sec- 
ond drive, but we never really got it going 
afterthat,’’ said Nebraska’ s Erik Wiegert, 
a senior offensive tackle and co-captain. 
Like McCant, however, he wasn’t dis- 
couraged. 

“We just have to pick ourselves up,” 
Wiegert said. “This is just one game. | 
think we have a lot of character on this 
team and we can bounce back. Washing- 


By Mike Babcock 


Nebraska’s ineffectiveness on offense resulted in the young 
Black Shirts’ fatigue in the second half. 


ton is a real good team and we wanted to 
play better than this. But now we have to 
use this as a learning experience. 

“We have tocome back next week and 
play well so we can start the Big Eight 
season on a strong side.”’ 

Offensive guard Will Shields, who 
often found himself going against 
Washington defensive tackle Steve 
Emtman, an Outland Trophy and 
Lombardi Award candidate, was more 
succinct in his assessment. “The loss isn’t 
going to kill us,” Shields said. 

The Huskies “played a great game. 
They won it. Not it’s time to move on. 
After tonight, our minds will be on Ari- 
zona State.” 

On balance, Nebraska could hardly be 
faulted for its effort against Washington. 
The Cornhuskers simply didn’t have the 
muscle to handle a team picked by many 
analysts as a national championship 
contender. 

Defensively, for sure, the Huskies are 
of that caliber. “They compare with some 
of the very best, even with Miami in the 
Orange Bowl three years ago,’” Osborne 
said. 

Washington’ s defense was big, strong 
and fast, as any of a number of individual 
plays illustrated. Once, McCant tried to 
get to the outside on a scramble only to be 
chased to the sideline and out of bounds 
after a 2-yard gain by Emtman. Even 
though Emtman had a slight angle on 


McCant, the Husky tackle should have 
been overmatched in speed because of 
his size — 6-foot-4, 280 pounds. But he 
wasn’t. 

“There will probably be a lot of good 
teams that won’t come as close as we did 
tonight,”’ said Osborne. 

The mostimportant thing, however, is 
that the Cornhuskers still regard them- 
selves as a good team. 

They should according to Washing- 
ton Coach Don James, who was com- 
plimentary afterward. “This is a good 
football team Nebraska has,” he said. 
“They'll be hard to beat.” 

If they don’t lose perspective the way 
they did after losing to Colorado in Lin- 
coln last season. 

The Cornhuskers invested all their 
emotions in that one game. That won't 
happen this time around, said cornerback 
Kenny Wilhite, who intercepted his third 
pass of the season against Washington. 

Wilhite, who watched the Colorado 
game as a redshirt, doesn’t think 
theCornhuskers will lose their focus. “We 
stress unit. This is when unity comes in,” 
he said. “We have to show that we won't 
give up.” 

Ifthe attitude of defensive tackle Kevin 
Ramacekers is any indication, Nebraska 
won't. The sophomore from Norfolk, 
Neb., gave Washington its due. “They’ re 
a good ballclub,” he said. “But so are we. 
We should have beat them.” 
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OPEN DOOR POLICY 


Immediate, accessible, friendly, professional service is always open 
to you from American Family. Call today. 


See an American Family agent at a location near you. 


Auburn Friend Lexington Oakland 
Beatrice Grand Island Lincoln Ogallala 
Bellevue Gretna/Ashland McCook Omaha 
Blair Hastings Nebraska City O'Neill 
Broken Bow Hebron Newman Grove Schuyler 
Columbus Humphrey Norfolk Seward 
Crete Kearney North Platte S. Sioux City 
David City Syracuse 
Elkhorn Tecumseh 


Elm Creek — Wayne 
Fairbury Weeping Water 
Falls City AMERICAN FAMILY oh 
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Fremont 
AUTO HOME BUSINESS HEALTH LIFE - 


©1991 American Family Insurance Group 
Madison, WI 53783 


Husky Defense Too Tough 


LINCOLN, Neb. — The Huskers 
will attempt to recuperate from 
Saturday’s 36-21 loss to Washington, 
but memories of last year’s season- 
ending negatives still linger. Mean- 
while the media continues to rehash 
recent failures against quality oppo- 
nents. 

The fourth-ranked Hus- 
kies overcame a 21-9 deficit 
late in the third quarter with 
27 unanswered points 
against the No. 9 Huskers, 
reminding the 178th con- 
secutive sellout crowd of 
76,304 fans in Memorial 
Stadium of the 1990 Colo- 
rado game. 

Lopsided losses to Okla- 
homa and Georgia Tech 
concluded last season and 
Saturday’s setback marked 
the sixth consecutive NU 
defeat against Top 10 clubs 
dating back to the 1989 Or- 
ange Bowl — a fact well 


Keithen McCant (No. 
10) is confident the 
Huskers will bounce 
back. 


TWO WINNING TRADITIONS 


documented in media accounts. 

“Everybody says we can’t win the 
big ones,” said Husker linebacker Mike 
Anderson, a sophomore from Grand 
Island, Neb. “We wanted to go out and 
prove we could. I hope nobody dwells 
on it. Every game is a big one.” 


Recent criticism of the Big Red 
program has also centered on the 
schedule. The Huskers want that to 
end, too. 

Nebraska travels to Tempe, Ariz., 
this week to face a 2-0 Arizona State 
club that defeated Southern Cal Satur- 


MID-CONTINENT BOTTLERS 


709 N. 108 St. 
Omaha, NE 
402-498-0440 


2201 Riverside 
Norfolk, NE 
402-371-9347 


4801 Superior St. 
Lincoln, NE 
402-464-3163 
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day. 

The Cornhuskers claim a different 
mindset from a year ago will prevent 
any long-lasting effects from Saturday’s 
loss, despite the lopsidedness of most 
Statistics. 

“We'll bounce back; we’ll be all 
right,” said starting quarterback Keithen 
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McCant. “We still have a whole season 
ahead of us.” 

Anderson agreed. “Last year after 
the Colorado game, you could tell ev- 
erybody was down and wanted to give 
up. I don’t see that attitude now.” 

Punter Mike Stigge added, “One of 
the different things this year is... the 


No. 92, John Parrella, intent on 
getting to Hobert. 


attitude is still good.” 

The Huskers could be excused for 
feeling, at the very least, disheartened 
after Washington snapped their 20- 
game home win string versus non- 
conference opponents by scoring the 
most points against NU in Memorial 
Stadium since Syracuse notched a 38- 
0 win on Oct. 18, 1958. 

Washington more than doubled 
Nebraska’s offensive output (618-308), 
including 200 more rushing yards, re- 
corded the most ever first downs (31) 
against Nebraska, and held a 35:38- 
24:22 time of possession advantage. 

The Huskies had outgained NU by 
80 yards at the time Nebraska opened 
its 21-9 lead before picking up 287 
yards during the game’s final 20 min- 
utes to amass the third highest offen- 
sive total ever against the Huskers. 

Husky tailbacks Beno Bryant and 
Jay Barry each rushed for more than 
100 yards Saturday and quarterback 
Billy Joe Hobert completed 23 of 40 


Bostick’s 42 
yard TD 
reception 
was a 


pretty sight. 


passes for 283 yards while 
being sacked just once. 
“As time ran on, we just 
wore out,” said Nebraska 
Defensive Coordinator 
Charlie McBride. “We did 
a pretty good job of rush- 
ing the passer for awhile 
— they got some holding 
calls — but after awhile 
you can only go so long. 
Right now, we don’t have 
the personnel to stay with 
them for four quarters. 
“We were on the field a 
long time and we were part 
of the problem letting them 
off the hook all the time.” 
Washington began its 
comeback when Bryant’s 15-yard 
touchdown run with 19 seconds left in 
the third quarter climaxed a 76-yard, 
12-play march. WU overcame a 16- 
yard penalty that resulted in third-and- 
27 and fourth-and-eight on the drive. 


After Stigge punted for the eighth 
time on NU’s next possession, the 
Huskies used just six plays to drive 69 
yards and snare their first lead, 22-21 
with 11:20 left to play. 


Travis Hill (No. 93) 
toward the end of a 
long game. 


McCant was hit from 
the backside on Nebraska’s 
second play thereafter and 
Paxton Tailele’s recovery led 
to another Husky touchdown. 
Barry raced 81 yards for a 
score on Washington’s next 
possession after Nebraska 
went three plays and Stigge’s 
ninth punt. 

“It seemed like to- 
ward the fourth quarter, the 
momentum = started’ to 
change,” said Anderson, who 
led the Black Shirts with 12 
tackles. “Then our offense 
couldn’t move the ball and 
everything seemed _ to 
crumble.” 

I-back Derek Brown offered a sim- 
pler explanation to Washington’s late 
outburst. “We had them, but they scored 
on some big plays and that’s what it 
takes. We’ve got a lot of work ahead of 
us — stopping the big play and making 
our own big plays. 

“We've got to stay in 
there a little bit longer and keep 
the defense off the field.” 

Nebraska, which averaged 
573 rushing yards and 741 to- 
tal in its first two games, gained 
more than half its yards on the 
ground versus Washington 
during its two initial posses- 
sions. 

Brown burst off 
tackle fora 16-yard gain onthe 
game’s opening play, and af- 
ter each team punted, the 
sophomore from La Habra, 
Calif., gave NU a7-0 lead with 
a27-yard touchdown. Brown’s 
TD, which followed a 22-yard 


Derek Brown (No. 21) 
making up his mind to 
“iust do it.” 
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completion from McCant to Tyrone 
Hughes, came on an option pitch left 
when Nebraska lined up two wingbacks 
outside the tight end. Freshman Abdul 
Muhammad threw a key downfield 
block on the play. 

Early in the second quarter, Stigge 
kicked a career-best 68-yard punt that 
Andre McDuffy downed at the Wash- 
ington 2. Stigge, who did not punt in 
NU’s first two games, averaged 44.3 
yards per boot on a busy Saturday af- 
ternoon. 

“T figured we'd have to punt a few 


1-1 


good.” 

Washington, however, provided a 
sign of things to come when it pro- 
ceeded 98 yards downfield in 10 plays 
to pull within one after the PAT at- 
tempt failed. 

Nebraska widened its margin to 14- 
6 with 3:40 left in the first half when 
McCant found Jon Bostick open on a 
post-corner route for a 42-yard touch- 
down pass. Bostick, a senior from 
Bellevue, Wash., caught four passes 
for 63 yards against the school located 
in his home backyard. His 11th TD 


Hobert gets by Curtis Cotton 
°. 


“It's a tough loss to swallow,” 
Bostick said. “I felt like we were 
playing pretty well in the first half. 
In the second half, we knew we were 
in for a ball game, but things just 
didn’t work out.” 

Washington drew to within 14-9 at 
the 12:27 mark of the third quarter 
on a 43-yard field goal by Travis 
Hanson. But NU opened a 21-9 lead six 
minutes later when Brown scored from 
the 2 one play after Anderson recov- 
ered a fumble following a 50-yard punt 
by Stigge. 

Nebraska mounted one final scor- 
ing threat late in the fourth quarter, 
driving 62 yards to the Husky 23, but 
an interception ended the march and 
Washington ran out the final 2:47. 

Brown led NU’s offensive show 
with 100 yards on 21 carries, his third- 
consecutive 100-yard day, while 
McCant completed 12 of 28 passes for 
173 yards. The Huskies sacked McCant 
four times for 18 yards in losses and 
limited Nebraska to just 109 yards af- 
ter intermission. 

“Washington has a very, very good 
defense,” Osborne said. “Their offense 
is good, but their defense is superla- 
tive. There will probably be a lot of 
pretty good teams that won’t come as 
close as we did tonight.” 

The objective now for Cornhusker 
players and coaches is to put the so- 
called big game out of mind. “The 
biggest concern I’ve got right now is 
whether we can come back,” McBride 
said. 


times,” said Stigge, a junior from reception places him in a tie for sev- The players offered a variety of ways 
Washington, Kan. “Everything went enthonthecareerchartwithGuyIngles — toaccomplish that. Brown had the sim- 
well and the coverage teams were and Irving Fryar. plest. “You just do it." 
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Brown and Anderson, Key Byers, 


Tough Game 


Derek Brown accounted for more 
than a third of Nebraska’s total offense 
against Washington Saturday and Mike 
Anderson was the busiest Black Shirt. 

The two Cornhuskers earned Player 
of the Game honors for their play ina 
36-21 loss to the Huskies. 

Anderson, a sophomore inside 
linebacker from Grand Island, Neb., 
led Nebraska with 12 tackles, includ- 
ing a game-high eight unassisted stops. 
Henow has nine tackles through 
Nebraska’s first two games. 

“Tn the first two games I didn’t think 
I played that well,” Anderson said. “I 
wanted to come out today and prove I 
could play better.” 

Anderson scored two tackles on 
Washington’s first possession and hit 
Husky tailback Beno Bryant for a 2- 
yard loss in the third quarter. 

The 230-pounder set up the touch- 
down that gave the Cornhuskers a 21- 
9 lead late in the third period when he 
recovered Bryant’s fumble of a punt at 
the Washington 2-yard line. 

“Tt was already out and I jumped on 
it,” Anderson said. “When I was on the 
bottom of the pile... I was pretty tired 
by the time everybody got off me. They 
were all grabbing for the ball.” 

Strong safety Steve Carmer of Wa- 
hoo, Neb., followed up his first two 
defensive Player of the Game perfor- 


mances with an | 1-tackle night, while 
Curtis Cotton registered nine tackles. 

Brown increased his season rush- 
ing totals to 396 yards with his third 
consecutive 100-yard day. His 21 car- 
ries against Washington netted 100 
yards, including a 27-yard touchdown 
inthe first quarter and a 2-yardscore in 
the third period. 

The 180-pound sophomore caught 


Mike Anderson (right) 
Derek Brown (left) 


two Keithen McCant passes for 29 
yards. 

“We should have won the game,” 
Brown said. “We had good effort the 
first half and third quarter and I don’t 
know what happened.” 

McCant threw for 173 yards while 
completing 12 of 28 attempts and split 
end Jon Bostick caught four passes for 
63 yards and one touchdown. 
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OUTING ARIZONA STAT 


Nebraska will try to rebound from 
its first loss of the season by continuing 
its Pacific-10 like schedule by travel- 
ling to Arizona State. The Huskers re- 
member their last road trip to Tempe, a 
game in which they barely escaped 
with a 35-28 win in 1987. 

ASU enters the game undefeated 
after road wins over Oklahoma State 
(30-3) and 22nd-ranked Southern 
California (32-25). 

“We've gotatough game this week,” 
Coach Tom Osborne said. “Arizona 
State is undefeated, so those folks who 
don’t like our schedule and think it’s 
not tough enough are going to find out 
that it’s plenty difficult.” 

The Sun Devils are led on offense by 
quarterback Bret Powers (6-foot-5, 220, 
so.) who threw for 207 yards and a 
touchdown against OSU and 149 yards 
and a score at USC. He has been in- 
tercepted just once. When he goes to 
the air, Powers will be looking for his 
favorite receiver, junior split end Eric 
Guliford (5-8, 160) who has seven 
catches for 143 yards and one score 
through two games. Sun Devil Head 
Coach Larry Marmie said that Guliford 
has “the finest pair of hands I have ever 
seen,” after Guliford hauled in 48 passes 


Darren Woodson, Arizona State 
outside linebacker. 


for 837 yards and four touchdowns in 
1990 to lead the team. Guliford will 
also drop back for punts occasionally. 
Flankers Kevin Snyder (5-8, 162, jr.) 
and Eric Moss (6-2, 208, sr.) will al- 
ternate, giving the Devils a powerful 
combination. Snyder has three grabs 
for 62 yards while Moss has three for 
45. Last year the two combined for 451 
yards and two scores on 33 receptions. 

Despite the potent air attack, Arizona 
State won the USC game with their 
rushing game, which churned out 302 
yards. 

Tailback George Montgomery (6-2, 
210, so.) leads the charge. Last week he 
racked up 136 yards and two touch- 
downs on 22 carries. He had 44 yards 
against the Cowboys in the opener. 
Senior Kelvin Fisher (5-11, 222) has 
only 58 yards on 15 tries through two 
games and that is unusual for him. He 
needs only 529 yards to eclipse the 
2,000-yard barrier. He’s the first ASU 
fullback to have 1,000 yards rushing 
and 500 yards receiving in a career 
since Mike Crawford turned the trick 
(1985-87). 

Four starters return on the offensive 
line but two of them have been replaced. 
The star is strong tackle Mike Ritter (6- 


Looking Back: Game No. 4 — A Five-Year History 


1990 — NU 31, Oregon St. 7 
at Lincoln 

The Huskers, who entered the game 
a51-point favorite, trailed 7-3 after the 
first quarter but came back to slap the 
visiting Beavers. 

Leodis Flowers had 151 yards on 16 
carries and a score while Scott Baldwin 
plowed in for two touchdowns. Full- 
back Omar Soto added 95 yards on 10 
carries and provided strong blocking. 

Defensive tackle Kenny Walker 


stormed Oregon State with seven total 
tackles, including five for 33 yards in 
losses. Reggie Cooper also tallied seven 
stops on the day. 


1989 — NU 35, Oregon St. 7 
at Lincoln 

Gerry Gdowski once again keyed 
the Husker offense with his running 
and passing abilities as the Huskers 
improved to 4-0 with a victory over the 
Pacific-10 visitors. 

Gdowski totalled 47 yards and a 
score on 12 carries on the ground and 
threw for 110 yards, including a 60- 


yard scoring bomb to Jon Bostick. 

Mike Croel had a banner day for the 
Black Shirts, accounting for eight 
tackles and two sticks for 15 yards in 
losses. Pat Tyrance had seven stops, 
Pat Englebert chipped in seven sticks 
along with two for 18 yards in losses 
and Tahaun Lewis added five. 


1988 — NU 47, Arizona St. 16 
at Lincoln 

Rebounding from its road loss to 
UCLA, Nebraska handed the visiting 
Sun Devils a 47-16 whipping in only 
the third night game ever played at 
Memorial Stadium. 

A national television audience 
(ESPN) saw Arizona State take an early 
13-9 lead before the Black Shirts could 
contain ASU quarterback Daniel Ford. 
LeRoy Etienne had seven stops to lead 
the defense and Mark Blazek had six. 

Offensive highlights included Dana 
Brinson’s 75-yard punt return for a 
score and Ken Clark’s 122 rushing yards 
and a touchdown on 22 totes. 


1987 — NU 30, S. Carolina 21 
at Tempe 

Quarterback Steve Taylor survived 
several punishing hits to lead the 
Huskers to a white-knuckle home win 
before a national television (ESPN) 
audience. 

Taylor had to leave the game twice 
thanks to Gamecock blitzes but was in 
long enough to hook up with Richard 
Bell for a 78-yard touchdown strike. I- 
back Keith Jones finished with 129 
rushing yards and two scores. 


1986 — NU 27, S. Carolina 24 
at Columbia, S.C. 

Bryan Siebler picked off a pass late 
in the game to preserve a hard-fought 
road win over the Gamecocks. 

With :34 left in the game, Steve 
Taylor found Todd Millikan for an 1 1- 
yard touchdown after Siebler recov- 
ered a fumble on the South Carolina 26. 
Dana Brinson exploded for a 57-yard 
touchdown run and Dale Klein added 
two 37-yard field goals to help Taylor 
ignite the offense. 
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SUN DEVILS 2-DEEP 


(returning starters in bold) 


OFFENSE 

SE Eric Guliford 
Clyde McCoy 
Craig Ritter 
Tim Kirby 
Tim Landers 
Jeff Kysar 
Toby Mills 
Chad Ackerley 
Jeff White 

R. Robertson 
Mike Ritter 
D.M. Vaughn 6-5 
Bob Brasher 6-5 
Marquis Tucker 6-5 
Bret Powers 6-5 
Bobby Valdez 6-2 
Kelvin Fisher 5-11 
P. Charles 6-1 
G. Montgomery 6-2 
J. Davison 6-1 
Kevin Snyder 5-8 
Eric Moss 6-2 


5-8 
6-1 
6-4 
6-6 
6-3 
6-7 
6-3 
6-2 
6-3 
6-3 
6-6 


QT 


DEFENSE 
OLB Bryan Hooks 6-3 
Shante Carver 6-5 
DT David Dixon’ 6-5 
Jeff Maier 6-7 
NG Pat Mason 6-5 
Manny Carbajal 6-3 
Ivory Irvin 6-4 
Greg Kordas_ 6-3 
OLB D. Woodson’ 6-1 
Dereck Moore 6-4 
ILB B. Wallerstedt 6-1 
Justin Dragoo 6-4 
ILB_ Mike Phair 6-1 
John Renshaw 6-2 
LCB P. Sparks 6-0 
Lenny McGill 6-3 
FS AdamBrass_ 5-10 
Kendall Rhyne 6-3 
SS Jean Boyd 6-0 
Mike Williams 6-1 
RCBK. Miniefield 5-9 
L. Marmie, Jr. 5-9 


DT 


\ 


Nebraska’s ability to play on 
a grass field — Let’s go ahead and 
get superstition out of the way. Some 
people think the Huskers should avoid 
grass fields like they should avoid 
walking under ladders or breaking 
mirrors. The Fiesta Bow! doesn’t hold 
fond memories for the Huskers who 
have lost there to Michigan and Florida 
State and barely escaped the host Sun 
Devils in 1986. 

Arizona State’s run defense 
against the Husker rushing at- 
tack — The Sun Devils held OSU to 
80 net yards rushing in the opener. If 
the hosts can slow down Nebraska’s 


HUSKERS 2-DEEP 


(returning starters in bold) 


OFFENSE 

SE JonBostick 6-2 
Tyrone Hughes 5-10 
Erik Wiegert 6-5 
L. Lundberg 6-4 
Dave Jensen 6-4 
Chris Zyzda 6-2 
Jim Scott 6-2 
B. Ziegelbein 6-4 
Will Shields 6-1 
T.J. Slansky 6-5 
B. Boerboom 6-7 
Zach Wiegert 6-5 
W. Washington6-2 
J. Mitchell 6-3 
K. McCant 6-2 
M. Joseph 5-10 
Omar Soto 5-10 
Robert Glantz 
Derek Brown 
Calvin Jones 

Nate Turner 

V. Hawkins 


190 
175 
300 
305 
305 


LT 


DEFENSE 
OLB Travis Hill 
David Leader 
LT Jamie Liewer 
Matt Hilman 
NG Pat Engelbert 
David Noonan 
RT Brian Brown 
John Parrella 
OLB David White 
Trev Alberts 
SLB Mike Petko 
D. Williams 
WLBM. Anderson 
Doug Colman 
LCB Curtis Cotton 
Kenny Wilhite 
FS Tyrone Byrd 
John Reece 
SS Steve Carmer 
Troy Dumas 
RCBT. Legette 
Vernon Powell 


6, 295, sr.), a three-year starter who 
possesses impressive speed and agility 
for a player of his size. Craig Ritter (6- 
4, 274, jr.) is no relation to Mike and 
will start at the other tackle. Center 
Toby Mills (6-3, 270, so.) is expected 
to have a fine career at Tempe. 

On defense, six starters return led by 
outside linebacker Darren Woodson (6- 
1,222, sr.) who has collected 195 tackles 
over the last two seasons. Last season 
he was the squad’s third-leading tack- 
ler with 73 and led the team in pass 
deflections with seven. He picked off a 
pass against USC last week. Bryan 
Hooks (6-3, 256, jr.) returns at the other 
outside *backer spot. He had three 
fumble recoveries and two caused 
fumbles last year along with 37 sticks 
and three sacks for 11 lost yards. 

David Dixon (6-5, 290, sr.) is the 
only returnee on the defensive line. 
Dixon recorded a 10-yard sack in his 
first start last year against Missouri and 
ended the year with 25 stops. Letterman 
Pat Mason (6-5, 278, sr.) fills the void 
at noseguard after recovering from ankle 
and shoulder problems that kept him 
out of action in 1990. 

Inside linebacker Brett Wallerstedt 
(6-1, 239, jr.) picked off a pass against 
Oklahoma State and returned it 23 yards. 
In 1990, he was second on the team 
with 109 stops and ranked third in the 
conference witha 9.9 tackles-per-game 
average. Wallerstedt is very familiar 
with Nebraska after growing up in 
Manhattan, Kan. Mike Phair (6-1, 220, 
jr.) earned the other inside spot after 
transferring in the spring from Mesa 
(Ariz.) Community College. 

Two starters are back in the sec- 
ondary. Right cornerback Kevin 
Miniefield (5-9, 177, jr.) had 37 tackles 


___ and one interception last year and picked 


potent ground game, they have a chance 
of posting the upset. If they can’t stop 
Derek Brown and the “backfield bunch,” 
there will be trouble for ASU. 

The play of ASU quarterback 
Bret Powers against the Ne- 
braska defense — Powers made good 
decisions through the first two games by 
audibling at the line of scrimmage. If he 
can read the Husker defense correctly, 
the Sun Devils will put some points on 
the board. If the Black Shirts can disguise 
their plans, they can cause havoc witha 
balanced ASU offense. NU has to stop 
the running phase of the Devil offense to 
keep the points to a minimum. 


off a pass against the Trojans, returning 
) it 12 yards. Left cornerback Phillippi 


Sparks (6-0, 195, sr.) is one of 20 can- 
didates for the Jim Thorpe Award, 
symbolizing the best defensive back in 
the nation. He was a second-team all- 
league pick last season after finishing 
with 73 stops and having three sacks 
for 24 lost yards. Woodson also led the 
team in punt returns (eight for 113 
yards) and kickoff returns (22 for 472 
yards, good for sixth in the confer- 
ence). He has one interception this 
season. 

Adam Brass (5-10, 186, jr.) and Jean 
Boyd (6-0, 188, jr.) occupy the safety 
positions. Both have one interception 
on the young season. ll 
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Bruce Viergutz, Beatrice Sun: “It 
will be a big test for Nebraska coming 
off adevastating defeat at home against 
Washington. Arizona State is 
undefeated and coming off a big win 
over Southern California. They’re go- 
ing to be sky high. The Devils are at 
home, playing at night in the desert. It’s 
going to be a real difficult game for the 
Huskers. 

“This might be a make-or-break 
game for Nebraska this season. If the 
Huskers can pull off the win, it will 
boost their confidence. But if they lose, 
they could go in the tank again like they 
did last season after the Colorado game. 
The defense and offense played well at 
times against Washington but it just 
wasn’t good enough to beat a team like 
the Huskies. Nebraska will have to play 
a full four quarters to beat a team like 
Arizona State on the road. Nebraska 
will bounce back with a 24-21 win over 
Arizona State.“ 

Jerome Blanton, Arizona Infor- 
mant: “Arizona State looked great in 
the win over Southern California last 


Saturday. | watched the second half of 


the Nebraska-Washington game and it 
just looked like the Huskers ran out of 
steam at the end. The Huskers are a 
running team and they don’t have the 
type of offense that is built to come 
from behind and that doomed them last 
week. It’s hard to catch up from a 10- 
point deficit when your offense is built 
around the run. 

“T expect Nebraska to try to run a lot 
while Arizona State will try to mix up 
the offense. Bret Powers (Sun Devil 
quarterback) is a young guy and he’s 
big and strong. He’s learned the offense 
and he has gained confidence in the 
first two wins of the year. 
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“This game is a sell-out. The fans 
are excited because Arizona State has 
been down over the last couple of years. 
Arizona State will win 30-24.” 

Brent Wasenius, Fremont Tribune: 
“This game should be another tough 
one for Nebraska but I think the Huskers 
can rebound and win it 28-21. The 
Nebraska-Washington game was a 
hard-fought one, but Washington has a 
lotof talent and that really came through 
in the end.” 

Darren Urban, Arizona State Press: 
“I was surprised when Arizona State 
beat USC. Nebraska isa totally different 
team than Southern California. I would 
be more surprised if Nebraska came 
here and lost. Even though we are go- 
ing to be at home, Arizona State will 
have to play a perfect game to beat the 
Huskers. 

“Nebraska’s running game is im- 
pressive. This will be a high-scoring 
game and Nebraska will win 31-21. The 
Huskers brought a lot of fans with them 
last time and theyll probably do it 
again which will help to negate Arizona 
State’s home-field advantage.” 

Del Sutherland, Falls City Journal: 
“Nebraska’s defense is suspect but I 
think that the Huskers will still win 38- 
31. Whether the game is in Lincoln or 


Tempe won't make any difference. 


Arizona State will try to pass the ball to 
open up the running game. Nebraska 
will try to establish the pass and the run 
in the early stages of the game. Keithen 
McCant looked good against Wash- 
ington. He'll be okay.” 

Tom Vint, Associated Press: “It 
looks to me like the Huskers won't 
have much time to ponder the disap- 
pointment of losing to fourth-ranked 
Washington at home. Arizona State is 
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coming off an impressive win at South- 
ern California. That shows the nation 
that the Sun Devils can play football 
too. Arizona State is 2-0; Nebraska is 2- 
1 and has not shown a history of win- 
ning at Tempe. They’ve only won one 
game there (1986 against ASU) inseven 
years. If Coach Osborne doesn’t want 
to jeopardize his streak of seasons with 
at least nine wins and no more than 
three losses, Nebraska has to win this 
one. Colorado and Oklahoma are still 
ahead on the schedule and those games 
won't be easy. This is a tough one to 
pick. I'll take Nebraska to win the game 
28-21. Nebraska will have to strap on 
its chin straps a little tighter this week 
to get the win.” 

Nick Hytrek, Daily Nebraskan: “On 
Saturday, the Huskers will be stepping 
on to a field that hasn't been the site of 
much success over the past few years. 
The Fiesta Bowl isn’t the greatest field 
in the world to begin with so it makes 
sense that the Huskers might have 
problems. It’s going to be interesting to 
see how the Huskers respond after last 
week’s loss. Arizona State is coming 
off a big conference road win. This 
game looks like a toss-up to me, but I 
think Nebraska has it together this year. 
I'll take the Huskers to win 35-31.” 

Our Pick: “Don’t look for the 
Huskers to fold after a loss. A loss in 
September hurts but the pollsters only 
remember what you do in November. 
OU lost at home to Miami in Septem- 
ber, 1985, and came back to win the 
national championship. Nebraska can 
do the same this season. Can the Husk- 
ers lose two in row? It’s possible but 
not likely. Look for the Huskers to start 
slowly but finish strong. We’ll take 
Nebraska 27-17.” 
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vs Washington 


Nebraska 
NU 7770 — 21 RUSHING TACKLES Yps 
WU 0 6 10 20— 36 Nebraska PLAYER SOLO ASST SACKS LOST 
PLAYER ATT YDS LOST LONG TDS 1 asad @ 2 0 
Brown 21 102 2 7 2 es RR RB tee 
Jones 3 29 0 14 0 eax 0 1 0 
McCant 12 «(31 2 16 0 Parrella 3 1 0 
Washington Hill Fa Ve Senge 
First downs 15 31 PLAYER ATT YDS LOST LONG TDS rie : ; : 
Rushin T 14 
, g Bryant 17 139 0 18 1 Petko D) 3 0 p) 
Passing 8 16 M. Jones 8 37 Geer 0 Anderson 8 4 0 2 
Penalties 0 1 Barry fi 14 @ 110 1 Williams { 0 0 
Rushing yardage 36-162 47-340 Hobert hin) ose le TS 2 Leader x 42 0 
Yards lost rushing 27 5 PASSING Cotton 5 4 0 
Net yards rushing 135 335 Legette Aid 0 
Net yards passing 173 283 Nebraska Byrd —. 1 1 
PLAYER ATT/COMP INT YDSLONGTDS Camer 3. 8 0 
Passes attempted 29 40 sie 
McCant 12-28 2 173 48 1 Wilhite 0 1 0 
Passes completed 12 23 
: Joseph 0-1 Oi 04. 1D 0 Beler 2 0 0 
Passes intercepted 2 2 M 
‘ cDuffy 2 0 0 
Total plays 65 87 Washington Achola 1 0 0 
Total net yards 308 618 PLAYER ATT/COMP INT YDS LONG TDS 
na re a8 play a ee Hobert 23-40 2 283 25 1 Washington 
umbles-los - - 

: TACKLES 
Penalties-yards 4-29 8-91 RECEIVING PLAYER SOLO ASST SACKS Lost 
Interceptions-yards 2-5 2-25 Nebraska Mason oer 2 1 6 
Punt yards 9-399 5-205 PLAYER NO YDS LONG TDS Emtman 5 3 1 1 
Avg. per punt 443 41 Bostick 4 et Fields 1.32 1 7 
Punt ret.-yards 3-33 4-9 Hughes 3 50 23 0 Se elle i ae . 
Kickoff ret-yards 4-35 4-55 Brown 2 2 19 0 ot hel cae ae 
Possession time 24:22 35:38 : Tailele 3 2 0 
3rd down conv. 6-16 7-14 Washington Pahikoa 2 2 0 
Sacks by 1-1 4-13 PLAYER NO YDS LONG TDS Turner 0 1 0 

McKay 6 67 7 4 Chambers 2 0 0 
Bailey 7 97 2 «(0 Springstead 1 0 0 


NU — WASH Time 
First Quarter 
7-0 Brown 27 yard run (Bennett PAT) 8:41 
Second Quarter 
7-6 Hobert 9 yard run (PAT failed) 9:07 
14-6 Bostick 42 yard pass from McCant 
(Bennett PAT) 3:40 
Third Quarter 
14-9 Hanson 43 yard field goal 12:27 
21-9 Brown 2 yard run 5:32 
21-16 Bryant 15 yard run (Hanson PAT) 19 
Fourth Quarter 
21-22 McKay 8 yard pass from Hobert 
(Hobert PAT failed) 11:20 
21-29 Hobert 3 yard run (Hanson PAT) 7:26 eas 
SE ic See 


21-36 Barry 81 yard run (Hanson PAT) 5:38 


Mike ate? didn’t play in the first two 


games, but kept busy on Saturday. 
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vs. Washington 


With a loss there are always more 
lows than highs and this game was no 
different. Fullback Omar Soto suffered 
a broken right fibula on his first carry 
during the Huskers’ first drive. Soto 
will undergo surgery and his status for 
the rest of the season is bleak. A high of 
sorts is that no other Husker was injured. 

Nebraska’s loss ended the Huskers’ 
20-game home win string versus non- 
conference opponents. It was also only 


Nebraska’s 24th loss at home in the 29 
years of the Bob Devaney-Tom Os- 
borne era. It was the Huskers’ sixth- 
straight loss to an AP-ranked team. 

Washington’s 36 points were the 
most scored against Nebraska at home 
since Syracuse’s 38-0 win on Oct. 18, 
1958. 

On a brighter note, Jon Bostick’s 
second-quarter touchdown reception 
was the | 1th of his career as he moved 


into a tie for seventh on the Nebraska 
career chart with Gun Ingles (1968-70) 
and Irving Fryar (1981-83). 


On the Cover: Mike Anderson (48) 
racked up one of his 12 tackles after 
stopping Washington's Beno Bryant. 
photos by William 
Laver.Correction: Last week's cover 
featured Donta Jones sacking Colorado 
State's Kevin Verdugo. Photo also by 
Laver. 


All game 


AROUND THE BIG EIGHT ——___ 33 a ee eee 


Oklahoma 55 
Utah State 21 

Oklahoma improved to 2-0 on the 
young season with a pasting of the 
Utags in Norman. 

Tailback Dewell Brewer had 144 
yards and two touchdowns on 21 car- 
ries and Earnest Williams chipped in 
109 yards and a score on 10 totes. The 
Sooner rolled up 424 yards on the 
ground. Cale Gundy had only 139 yards 
through the air as OU chose to pound 
the ball on the ground. 

Utah State quarterback Ron Lopez 
used his arm to dissect the second Big 
Eight secondary in two weeks. The 
senior hit on 21 of 44 passes for 314 
yards and three touchdowns. But the 
Sooner defense came up with four in- 
terceptions, including Joe Bowden's 
theft which he returned 28 yards for a 
touchdown. The interceptions gave the 
Sooners 10 in their first two games (one 
each by 10 different players) to estab- 
lish a new conference mark, breaking 
the old record set in 1939 and 1941 by 
Missouri. 

Mike Gaddis and Mike McKinley 
each added scoring runs in a 28-point, 
second-quarter explosion 


Oklahoma State 21 
Texas Christian 24 

The Pokes moved to 0-3 for the first 
time since 1980 when they started the 
season 0-5. OSU trailed through three 
quarters before it managed to outscore 
TCU 21-3 in the second half. With 30 
seconds remaining, OSU went for what 
would have been the winning touch- 
down, but tailback Russell Berrien was 
stuffed as he tried to go over the top. 


Colorado 58 
Minnesota 0 

Colorado came back from its sec- 
ond-week loss to Baylor with a ven- 
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geance as it blanked Minnesota to im- 
prove to 2-1. Quarterback Darian Hagan 
passed for two touchdowns, while the 
No. 19 Buffs rushed for six other scores. 
Colorado outrushed the Gophers 365- 
129 in the no-contest event in Boulder. 


lowa State 6 
Wisconsin 7 

The Cyclones could only generate 
164 yards rushing and had to settle for 
two Ty Stewart field goals. After con- 
necting on kicks of 25 and 42 yards, 
Stewart's game-winning attempt from 
33 yards out with 15 seconds left was 
blocked. 


Missouri 21 
Baylor 47 

Baylor recorded its second-straight 
victory over a Big Eight opponent as 
quarterback J.J. Joe engineered five 
touchdown drives and the Tigers were 
intercepted twice. 


Kansas State 34 
Northern Illinois 17 

Kansas State moved to its best start 
since 1982 on the strength of Paul 
Watson's career-high 311 yards pass- 
ing. The Wildcats improved on a 7-3 
halftime score as they pounded the 
Huskies for another 27 points in the 
second half. 


Kansas 54 
New Mexico State 14 

The Jayhawks had a massive second 
quarter as they racked up 30 points in 
Kansas” highest point total in 42 years. 
It was the most points scored since it 
beat OSU 55-14 in 1949. Quarterback 
Chip Hilleary rushed for two scores 
and passed for another. 


Top 10 Action... 


Four of the Top 10 sat idle this 


weekend, while another got a scare and 
No. 5 Florida was upset 38-21 by No. 
18 Syracuse. Top ranked Florida State 
will face third-ranked Michigan on 
Saturday, while No. 2 Miami prepared 
for Tulsa. Tenth-ranked Iowa will next 
face Northern Illinois. 

Washington improved to 2-0 with 
the win over Nebraska and Tennessee 
sneaked by No. 13 Auburn 26-24. There 
were two blowouts for the No. 7 and 8 
teams as Oklahoma romped Utah State 
55-21 and Clemson walked over 
Temple 27-7. 


CONFERENCE 
CONFERENCE STANDINGS 


Team *W LT PF PA 
Nebraska 
Kansas 
Kansas St. 
lowa St. 
Colorado 
Oklahoma St. 
Oklahoma 
Missouri 


ooo0ocoo°0cc°o 
oooo0o0o9co 
oooo0o0o09co 
oooo°oo9co 


Team 


Kansas 3 
Kansas St. 3 
Oklahoma 2 
Colorado 2 
Nebraska 2 
lowa St. 1 
Missouri 1 
Oklahoma St. 0 


oooo0o0o9co 


* Wins-Loses-Tie-Points For-Points Against 


Everything You Need To Know About Football 


And Don't Get In Your Daily Paper 


| [- cane 


|_News_| 1 


i Football News | 
17820 E. Warren Ave., Detroit, MI 482241 
j UO Enclosed is $27.50. | save 53% and get my FREE FN 
I Football Guide immediately. (Enclose check orcomplete 4 
I credit card information). i 
I C Bill me later for $29.95. Send my FREE 1991 FN I 
Football Guide when | pay my first invoice. I 
I O6P I 
| Name I 
| q 
| Address | 
City State Zip 
I i 
10 VISA Acct. # Exp. I 
I I 
0 Mc Signature i 


There are football fans and there are football fanatics. 
Football News is for those who want in-depth coverage 
of every aspect of the game. Football News has it all — 
complete pro and college previews and predictions, 
NFL and major college schedules, team and player 
features, high school recruiting updates, coverage of 
the NFL draft and nationally-known writers and 
columnists who will give you a perspective of the game 
that’s available nowhere else. 


You'll start out by receiving our Draft Roundup, NFL 
Preview and College Preview editions. Then, when the 
season kicks off, you'll begin receiving an exciting, 
information-packed issue of FN each week, bringing 
you right into the bowl games and Super Bowl XXVI. 


lf you order now, we'll send you our all-new 1991 
Football Guide. This guide includes everything a football 
fan needs to know for the upcoming season, including 
complete schedules and results, preseason previews 
and All-Americans, numerical major college and NFL 
rosters, TV listings, a draft recap and much, much 
more. The Football Guide, worth $3.95, is yours FREE 
with your paid subscription to Football News. 


Why wait? This is a no-risk offer because every 
subscription comes with a money-back guarantee and 
you'll save 53% off the cover price. This is the lowest 
price available, so act now! Mail the attached coupon, 
or for fastest service, call toll free: 


1-800-521-8808 ssc 
SPECIAL BONUS! 


Act Now and Receive a 
FREE FN Football Guide! 
are | +1991 Schedules 


News » 
¢ Preseason Preview 


1991 Foothall Guide 


* Numerical Rosters 


* TV Listings 


« Draft Recap 


FREE WITH YOUR PAID ORDER 
A $3.95 VALUE! 


LAND O' PLENTY 


The Cool Kids Out West 


There is something always a little 
mysterious about recruiting in Califor- 
nia. Oh, not if you're from California, 
then it’s normal. But for us out of 
towners, it always seems such a coup 
when our favorite school from the Mid- 
west lands a West Coast blue chipper. 

These guys are mysterious because 
we don’t hear much about them. We 
just hear awesome size and speed di- 
mensions with incredible stats. We 
don’thave achance to see a player from 
the California Coast, but as the recruit- 
ing guru’s tout with superlatives, our 
minds race about those players wearing 
our favorite colors. 

And sometimes they do! 

Allen Wallace is owner/editor of 
Super Prep Magazine out of Costa 
Mesa, Calif. A graduate of USC, 
Wallace started the magazine in 1985 
and is one of the top recruiting gurus in 
the country. With a slick cover, report- 
ers from different regions and “Prep 
Snaps” giving vital information on ath- 
letes from all over the country, Super 
Prep has risen to the top among recruit- 
ing magazines. 

Despite covering the entire nation 
Wallace is a West Coast kind of guy — 
a down and out Trojan fan. Despite 
enough blue chip talent to supply all the 
California schools with their founda- 
tion for success, Wallace has watched 
enough great ones get away to fill the 
talent pools of others as well, Colorado 
is an example. 

Folks in Texas and Florida become 
down right angry when their great ones 
leave home but it seems Californians 
are too busy to notice. 

“It’s not a big deal in California at 
all when somebody leaves,” says 
Wallace. “People in California aren’t 
as concerned about recruiting as those 
in places like Texas or deeper south. 

“Routinely, schools like the Univer- 


sity of Washington and most recently 
Colorado (who works California harder 
than anyone), come into this state to 
recruit players.” 

More schools than ever before are in 
California this year trying to flush out 
talent. They won’t have any trouble 
finding some. In fact you'll find the 
toughest commodity in football in 
California this year. The state has an 
abundance of blue chip defensive line- 


men. 


“There are five defensive linemen in 
the state of California that are All- 
American caliber,” says Wallace. “This 
is the most difficult position to find 
quality players, but this year is an ex- 
ception in 
California.” 
Steve Hixson 
(6-foot-5, 
220, 4.7) of 
Atascadero, 
Naeem Mills 
(6-4, 295, 5.0) 
from = Wil- 
mington (Ban- 
ning), Mat- 
thew Kenely 
(6-5, 260, 4.9) 
of Mission Viejo, Cedric White (6-3, 
253 4.75) of Los Angeles (Dorsey) and 
La’roi Glover (6-2, 260, 4.9) of San 
Diego (Point Loma) are all from Cali- 
fornia and all are ranked All-Ameri- 
cans. California on the average is ranked 
higher at this position than other areas. 
Hixon says he will visit Colorado, 
Stanford, Notre Dame, California and 
USC. Mills is leaning towards Wash- 
ington and Michigan with USC a dis- 
tant third. Kenely has lowa, Washing- 


University of 
California 


ton and 
Oregon on 
his mind at 
the moment. 
White will 
look toward 
the Big Eight, 
at Colorado and 
Nebraska; Notre 
Dame, Tennes- 
see, Miamiand UT 
will also geta look. 
Glover will stay out 
west and attend 
Washington, USC, 
San Diego State or 
WSU. 

There is so much tal- 
ent on the defensive side 
of the ball that you al- 
most forget about the of- 
fensive line. However, 
there is one player that 
deserves as much credit 
as those six preseason de- 
fensive linemen — Jeff 
Buckley (6-5, 280, 5.0) of Bakersfield. 
Buckley sports a 450 bench and throws 
the discus 192 feet. He’s hoping fora 
medical career as well as a football 
career and will choose between Stanford 
and UCLA. 

You think of running backs, quar- 
terbacks, wide receivers and defensive 
backs when you think of California 
recruiting. Skill position guys with 
great athletic ability who can really 
run. This year those positions are not as 


oO 


fe) 
Stanford 
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by James Hale 


plentiful but there still are a few quar- 
terbacks that attracted attention nation- 
wide. 


Let’s start with the quarterbacks. An 
interesting story is developing with one 
in particular, 

Chad Davis (6-1, 180, 4.7) of San 
Diego (Mira Mesa) was born and raised 
in Yukon, Okla. He played high school 
ball in California at two different 
schools and threw for an incredible 
6,953 yards and 67 touchdowns. Chad's 
dad, Bob is a coach. Due to teaching 
cutbacks in California, they will be at 
their third high school in three years 
this fall. Chad has moved around so 
much in California that he’s not look- 
ing to play ball out west. He wants to 
play somewhere in the South Midwest. 

“IT grew up in Oklahoma and have 
always been in love with the Sooners,” 
admitted Chad. “I have always liked 

Oklahoma and would love to play for 
them. I also like Florida State. 
They have one of the top pro- 
grams in the country and their 
offense fits me perfectly. 
North Carolina is in the 
picture and maybe 
Alabama. 
“The 
Sooners have 
made a 
commit- 
ment to 
pass- 


© San Diego St. 


ing the ball some which | like,” contin- 
ued Chad. “But, I can run the option 
and like to run the football. That may 
surprise some people with my passing 
stats , but I feel I can run the option just 
as well as I can throw the ball. No 
doubt, I will choose a school that will 
let me do both.” 

Another California signal caller has 
Oklahoma 
on his mind. 
R.i chive 
Donati (6- 
3,185,4.75) 
of Santa 
Barbara 
(Bishop 
Garcia Di- 
ego) came 
from a small 
school witha 
run-and- 
shoot offense. Without much to work 
with, Donati threw for 1,684 yards and 
20 touchdowns a year ago while also 
putting up some big numbers in base- 
ball. 

“IT want to play both sports in col- 
lege,” says Donati. “I like both equally 
but I have been told my best shot is in 
football. | am beginning to agree but 
not enough to give up baseball. I at least 
wantto give both atry tosee how things 
work out.” 

West Coast powers UCLA and 
Washington are one-two at the mo- 
ment. Donati has developed a good 
relationship with UCLA’s Homer 
Smith. However, if Donati gets out of 
California , the Sooners will be waiting 
along with Miami and Notre Dame. 

Another throwing quarterback to 
look for this season is Matt Koffler (6- 
4,210, 4.9) of Rosemead. Koffler will 
try to build on a junior year where he 
threw for 2,398 yards and 25 touch- 
downs. 

Koffler 
wants nothing 
to do with op- 
tion football 
and says 
UCLA leads 
Notre Dame, 
USC and 
Washington. 
RyanFien 
(6-4, 196, 4.7) 


of Semi Valley Royal matched up 
against Donati on numerous occasions 
and held his own. Fien has thrown 37 
career touchdowns and has an interest 
in UCLA, Michigan State, Washing- 
ton, Illinois, Stanford and UT. Ryan 
Connors (6-1, 180, 4.7) of Newhall 
Hart and Cody Smith (6-3, 210, 4.8) of 
Encino Crespi are two more talented 
quarterbacks that will have all the big- 
gest schools in pursuit. 


There are a number of quality run- 
ning backs, but at the moment there is 
no superstar that stands out. With so 
many great California running backs 
dominating the college scene, a quality 
California back is worth recruiting. 

“This is the state that produced De- 
rek Brown, who is just going to domi- 
nate at Nebraska this year,” said 
Wallace. “We knew a guy like Russell 
White (CAL) was going to be very 
good, but someone like Mazio Royster 
at USC didn’t really receive any great 
notoriety out of high school yet is liv- 
ing up to the tradition of great running 
backs at USC. 

“Unfortunately many of the great 
backs in California this year have grade 
problems,” Wallace continued. “For 
that reason they are a tricky group to 
evaluate. You can never really tell ifa 
player is legitimately moving up the 
academic ladder and going to qualify or 
if they are just pulling everybody’s leg 
and heading off to the junior college 
ranks.” 

You won’t have to worry about 
Kwame Ellis (5-11, 185, 4.45) of Oak- 
land (Skyline) heading to junior col- 
lege. Ellis is an honor student who has 
a desire to major in architectural engi- 
neering. Sometimes called “Robo” for 
his effortless play, Ellis averaged 10.2 
yards per carry a year ago. Robo also 
excels as a defensive back. Look for 
Ellis to stay out West and play with 
UCLA, Stanford, USC, Washington or 
California. Of course, never rule out 
Notre Dame for a player like this. 

Other running backs that you 
shouldn’t give up on _ include 
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“My Kid 
sta Drorecsait 
Test Well? 


If this sounds all too familiar, then you might want to 
familiarize yourself with one of our 135 Centers nationwide. Let 
Stanley H. Kaplan prepare your son or daughter for the PSAT, 
SAT, ACT or Achievements. Call now! 

You believe in your child. So do we. 


STANLEY H. KAPLAN 
= Take Kaplan Or Take Your Chances 


The Center - 104 Applewood Mall 
42nd and Center Streets 
Omaha, NE 68105-2934 
(402) 345-3595 


Gary Taylor 
(6-0, 170, 
4.5) San 
Diégzes6 
(Morse) who 
rushed for 
2,625 yards 
as a junior. 
Taylor is an 
excellent 
student and 
Mom wants him to take his study habits 
to Notre Dame. Taylor says he will 
consider Notre Dame, plus UCLA, USC 
and Colorado. USC has already 
grabbed one of the top running backs in 
California in Terry Barnum (5-10, 175, 
4.5) of Mission Hills (Alemany). 
Barnum has all kinds of talent rushing 
for 1,160 yards and 18 touchdowns 
while scoring an 1140 on his SAT. 
Omar Love (6-2, 185, 4.5) of Rialto 
(Eisenhower) is a talent waiting to hap- 
pen. He doesn’t get a chance to carry 
the ball much which held his numbers 
to 695 yards and nine touchdowns. 
However, in the right offense he has 
the talent to lead the nation in rushing. 
Miami and Tennessee have joined 


UNLV, USC and WSU in the recruit- 


For other locations call 800-KAP-TEST ing hunt. 


James Kidd (5-8, 160, 4.5) of Elk 
Grove and Anthony Rice (5-10, 170, 
4.4) of Pomona Garey have great 
numbers, rushing for 1,976 and 1, 678 
yards respectively. The difference in 
the two is that Kidd has his grades in 
order while Rice is a major question 
mark. 


Your Season Ticket 
to Nebraska’s 
Out-of-Doors. 


Bring Nebraska’s great “At, 


ee RECEIVERS 


n a $10.00 savings sad ; 
outdoors into your home A NER <r off the newsstand lhe best all-around talent from the 
through the pages of Tei ny price. A two-year Coast belongs to Jason Shelly (6-2, 


a 


~ subscription is 
only $23.00. 

Reserve your season 
ticket today. For credit 
card orders, call 


1-800-742-0056 

in Nebraska; out-of-state 
call 1-402-471-5473. Or, 
send your name, full 
address, check or money 
order to: NEBRASKAland 
Magazine, P.O. Box 
30370, Lincoln, NE 


NEBRASKAland 
Magazine. Camping, 
fishing, boating, parks, 
hunting, history and 
so much more can be 
yours for less than the 
cost of a ticket to 
Memorial Stadium. 
For only $12.00 
a year, you'll re- 
ceive nine exciting 
issues plus our : 
special, annual collector 


170, 4.4) from Vallejo. He’s a wide 
receiver/defensive back/kick return 
combination that has all the tools. A 
Tim Brownclone who caught 35 passes, 
turning 13 of those into touchdowns. 
Colorado is very much in the picture 
for this great one but will have to battle 
some of the biggest in college football 
in Notre Dame, USC, Miami, 
Washington and Penn. State. 

“T want to go to aschool where | can 
shine,” says Shelly. “I'll pick a school 


edition. That's up to 68503-0370. that has a good football reputation. All 
of the schools have good academic 
NEBRASKA land programs so that’s not a concern. | 
really like offense better but Pll play 
IPN 


anywhere the coaches put me.” 
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Amani 
Toomer (6-3, 
180, 4.45) is 
labeled the 
best pure wide 
receiver. A 
great athlete 
with 47-foot 
triple jump 
ab 4: 1 akty ; 
Toomer aver- 
aged 21.6 yards a catch and scored 
seven touchdowns. Michigan, Michi- 
gan State, Notre Dame and Florida State 
are all in the hunt but waiting word on 
his test scores. 

Brandon Jessie (6-5, 220, 4.5) of 
Huntington Beach (Edison) rivals any- 
one inathletic ability but nobody knows 
if Ron Jessie’s son will play football or 
basketball. As a guard, Jessie was good 
enough to be invited to the prestigious 
Nike basketball camp this summer. 


Shane Graham (6-6, 225, 5.1) is a 
tight end/defensive end who may grow 
into a down lineman. Graham needs to 
work on his strength but is an excellent 
blocker thanks to great athletic ability. 
Nebraska, Oklahoma, Colorado, Texas, 
Notre Dame and Washington are all in 
the recruiting picture. 

Another prospect that can play tight 
end/defensive lineman is Chris 
Anderson (6-6, 230, 4.9) of Lancaster 
(Paraclete). Anderson has a nice frame 
and could grow into an interior position. 
At the moment Anderson favors 
Colorado over USC and Nebraska. Sam 
Santana (6-0, 212, 4.8) is a quality inside 
linebacker from Paramount who likes 
Colorado and Nebraska. However, 
grades may be a problem for this top 
100 prospect. 

Colorado built a national champion- 
ship team with players from California 
and they are hitting the state hard again. 

The Buffaloes have blanketed the 
state and are in on over 50 percent of the 
super blues. Out of the top 100, Colo- 
rado has drawn an interest in at least 60 
of those players. If Colorado manages 
to pull in just 10 of the top 100 players 
in California, their recruiting class 
would be one of the best in the country. 
If they land a few in the top 20, then 
you're talking top five. 

Keep an eye on the Buffs — 
theirs may be the recruiting story of 
the year! 


AUTO GLASS 
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“We Are A Full Service Glass Company” 
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Quick Service - Quality Work - Competitive Prices! 


24 Hour Emergency Service 
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397-3100 Reese cost 


“White nylon quilt-lined jacket, S-XXL $69.95 


Y “Scarlet nylon quilt-lined jacket, S-XXL 69.95 


Scarlet cap (specify lettering style) 9.95 
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Pickens wants out of Atlanta 


When Bruce Pickens was selected 
as the third pick in the NFL draft earlier 
this year by the Atlanta Falcons he was 
a very happy man. Not only had Pick- 
ens become the first Nebraska defensive 
back picked in the first round, but he 
was going to have a chance to play for 
one of the up-and-coming defenses in 
the league. After all it was Head Coach 
Jerry Glanville who had called Pickens 
the “best guy for the way we play de- 
fense. We need guys who can bump- 
and-run and stick with their guy. We 
got the guy with the juice.” 

The problem is that while the Fal- 
cons technically got their man through 
the draft, they don’t seem to want to 
pay for their serving of juice. It's now 
three weeks into the NFL season and 
Pickens has not been able to sign a 
contract with the Falcons and now says 
he will never play for them. After three 
months of haggling, Pickens’ agent 
Ken Cremer and Falcons management 
have not been able to agree on a dollar 
amount. Now Pickens says he has had 
enough. “I won’t play for the Falcons 
and I have asked to be traded. We are at 

a standstill in ne- 


Most NFL 
teams do not 
count on rookies 
to be instant 
producers in 
their first seasons 
unless they are 
playing at one of 
the “skilled po- 
sitions” (a.k.a. 
Troy Aikman or 
Barry Sanders). 
So when the Denver Broncos selected 
linebacker Mike Croel with its fourth 
pick in the first round and used a 200th 
pick to grab fellow Husker Kenny 
Walker, Defensive Coordinator Wade 
Phillips figured both players would play 
reserved roles on the aging Denver de- 
fense. 

But what Phillips got was more than 
a surprise as both Huskers quickly filled 
voids they were not expected to fill. 
Entering the third week of the NFL 
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gotiations,” he said after both 
parties agreed they would not 
budge on their contract phi- 
losophies. 

The Falcons are now faced 
with the decision whether to 
break down and sign the 
rookie or trade him. One of 
the teams rumored to have 
interest in Pickens is the Kan- 
sas City Chiefs. The Chiefs 
are said to be going after 
Pickens and want him badly. 
Running back Barry Word 
would have to probably fig- 
ure in the deal, with which 
Pickens would be more than 
happy. “I grew up in the Kan- 
sas City area and would love 
to play for the Chiefs,” he 
said. 

The Chiefs are weak at the 
corner and with the resurrec- 
tion of Christian Okoye and 


Bruce Pickens 


Broncos’ defensive pluses 


season, Walker has two tackles in a 
first substitute role on the defensive 
line and Croel leads the team in sacks 
with two and has also recorded six 
tackles. Croel is serving as the first 
substitute for the linebackers, but is 
always in on third down nickel situa- 
tions. 

“Both of these guys are playing well 
and have a chance to play a lot on this 
squad,” Phillips said. “They are both 
great workers that have come from a 
great program at Nebraska. Knowing 
how to work is what is going to make 
these guys pros. They’ re both big pluses 
to this team.” 

Phillips expected some big plays out 
of Croel, who was clocked at 4.44 in the 
40-yard dash at the NFL combines, but 
considered the 6-foot-4, Crane, Texas 
native as more of a project. Walker, 
who has been deaf since birth, added 
notonly a great work ethic in the Bronco 
preseason camp, but a little humor. A 


trait that could do nothing but help an 
ailing Bronco team that ended the sea- 
son 5-11. 

The story is quarterback John Elway 
was changing his snap counts in an 
effort to try and make the defense jump 
because practice was going sluggish. 
After a few successes, the coaches and 
Elway noticed that one guy never moved 
— Walker. Because Walker watched 
the ball, he could 
not be drawn 
offsides by 
Elway’s voice. 


(Top) Mike 
Croel, (Right) 
Kenny 
Walker. 


the successful signing of LSU rookie 
Harvey Williams, the trade would be 
tailor-made for the (at press time) 1-2 
Chiefs. 

If the Falcons decide to be stubborn 
and not trade Pickens by the Oct. 15 
trade deadline, Pickens would become 
eligible for the 1992 draft. If that hap- 
pens the Falcons will find themselves 
in bad shape because they will loose the 
pick totally when the next draft comes 
around. Pickens may not be the No. 3 
pick next year, but the Falcons can’t 
afford to get zero in return for having 
the No. 3 pick this year. Remember 
when the Tampa Bay Buccaneers could 
not come to terms with some guy from 
Auburn named Bo Jackson, he snubbed 
them much like Pickens is being forced 
to do now. The next year the Los Ange- 
les Raiders picked up Jackson in the 
draft and the rest is history. This is not 
to say that Pickens will be soon making 
Nike commercials , but it should be a 
scenario the Falcons look into before 
letting Pickens go. They have got to 
make the Pickens pick work for them 


whether it’s in field production or trad- 
ing him to ateam that really wants him. 

The other kink in this negotiation 
freeze, is that Pickens is now contem- 
plating suing the NFL on the legality of 
the draft. In the NFL draft, whether it’s 
right or not, rookies are paid on what is 
called the “slot basis.” If you’re the 
third pick you should make more than 
the fourth pick, but less than the sec- 
ond. For years and years this has been 
the practice in the league. The second 
pick in the 1991 draft, UCLA safety 
Eric Turner (Cleveland), got $1.5 mil- 
lion a year while the fourth pick, Mike 
Croel of Nebraska, received $1.3 mil- 
lion. So you don’t have to be Columbo 
to figure out that Pickens should get 
somewhere in between. He was look- 
ing for $1.4 million from the Falcons. 

Remember that in the NFL draft 
there hasn’t been a collective bargain- 
ing agreement since 1987. In 1982, the 
player’s association made a deal with 
the owners that stipulated the draft 
would run though 1992. 

With this in mind, Pickens’ people 


by Chris Greer 


believe a couple of things. First, the 
player’s association in 1982 did not 
have the right to extend the draft five 
years beyond the collective bargaining 
agreement. The other thing is that since 
the decertification of the player’s asso- 
ciation, there are legal questions as to 
whether the draft is legal in structure 
since the association no longer exists. 

This whole Pickens problem illus- 
trates that the draft is vulnerable, but 
exists as long as everyone plays the 
game. Everyone plays the game by 
going along with this crazy slotting 
practice. But what happens when 
someone decides to buck the system 
like Pickens? 

“When someone doesn’t comply and 
a player is damaged by the draft and he 
goes and sues the NFL, there becomes 
a possibility that the draft will col- 
lapse,” said NFL analyst Fred Edelstein 
of ESPN. “Could it happen — prob- 
ably? I think the more probable thing in 
the Pickens deal is that the Falcons will 
get smart and trade him. They can’t 
afford the consequences.” 


Fit for a King 


Sofarthis season, aninjured Barry 
Sanders has only seen action in one 
NFL game. After sitting out the first 
two games with rib problems, the 
former OSU standout carried a ca- 
reer-high 32 times while gaining 143 
yards against the Miami Dolphins in 
week three, But while the Dolphins 
did little to slow down the hampered 
Sanders, another mammal has been 
doing what no other team has found 
a way todo — keep him under wraps. 

While recovering from his bruised 
ribs, Sanders found the time to shoot 
the cover of October’s issue of Sports 
Illustrated for Kids. A perfect chance 
to pair up the king of the jungle and 
the king of the gridiron. The catch 
was that the 5-8 Sanders would have 
to pose next to an unchained 400 
pound lion named Josef. To get an 


authentic shot, the direc- 
tor told Sanders that the 
lion would not be chained 
or traquilized. In an effort 
to make the two comfort- 
able with one another, Josef 
was given Sanders’ uni- 
form and helmet to smell 
and then the Detroit Li- 
ons’ pride-and-joy himself 
for a sniffing. While this 
helped Josef get used to 
Sanders, it was a different 
story for the tailback. Just 
check out Sanders’ expres- 
sion on the cover next 
month. Afterward, Sand- 
ers joking said he should 
have been drafted by the 
Seattle Seahawks. “Atleast 
they’re smaller,” he said. 
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Dexter Manley took the news of his 
release from the Phoenix Cardinals 
when rosters dropped to 47, by saying 
that if he went to a team that played the 
Cardinals this season, General Man- 
ager Larry Wilson would be in trouble. 
That was before Tampa Bay, which 
doesn’t play the Cards, took a chance 
on the former Oklahoma State player 
and picked him up off waivers. 


leisure land 


970 So. 72nd Street 
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“Remember (ex-Oklahoma coach) 
Barry Switzer and how he got clipped 
on the sidelines?” Manley said. “Barry 
tore his cartilage. | hope Larry Wilson 
is standing there (on the sideline). 
Maybe he'll get a torn cartilage.” 

Manley’sremark wasn ’texactly off- 
the-cuff. It was made at a press confer- 
ence he called. To his credit, he later 
phoned the Cardinals and apologized. 
Maybe Manley should have considered 
that this was the only organization that 
gave him a chance to play last season 
when he returned from a year’s suspen- 
sion for drug use before going off half 
cocked. 

Manley had been released from the 
Washington Redskins following the 
1989 season for drug use. Starting three 
Super Bowls (XVII, XVIII and XXII) 
Manley is the Redskins’ all-time sack 
leader with 88 in eight seasons. 


e e 

Serving notice 

If you missed former Oklahoma 
Sooner Adrian Cooper’s block of Buf- 
falo Bill All-Pro linebacker Shane 
Conlan, you may have missed one of 
the greatest blocks in NFL history. 

Although Cooper's Steelers lost to 
Conlan’s Bills, it was the block that 
grabbed the most oohs and ahs on the 
day. Pittsburgh fullback Barry Foster 
burst up the middle and had only one 
man to beat (Conlan). As Foster raced 
down the left sideline, Conlan nearly 
caught up to the former Arkansas full- 
back when Cooper blindsided the ex- 
Penn State player with a clean, but 
devastating block. The blow lifted 
Conlan off the ground and sent him 
flying out-of-bounds. Foster went on to 
score. NBC announcer Joe Namath, 
who was calling the game, said it was 
the “most vicious block he had ever 
seen.” 
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TIME OUT 


yond the line of scrimmage before the 
pass is thrown. It is not a penalty if the 
pass was thrown to an eligible receiver 
behind the line of scrimmage. 

Here are a couple of exceptions: An 
interior lineman can go up to 3 yards 
beyond the line of scrimmage if he is in 
the process of driving a defender back. 
Also, once a defensive player touches 
the ball, all offensive players become 
eligible. 

Finally, how does an eligible re- 
ceiver become ineligible? If he runs out 
of bounds, then he cannot try to catch a 
pass or it will be called incomplete. If 
he is forced out of bounds by a de- 
fender, then he must immediately try to 
return in bounds. Don’t forget if a de- 
fensive player touches the ball, all of- 
fensive players (including those who 
went out of bounds during the play) are 
allowed to catch the ball. 

Unfortunately, the NFL does not 
follow the college rules. The first dif- 
ference is that a back or end wearing a 
number between 50 and 79 is eligible to 
catch a pass as long as he notifies the 
referee before going into the huddle. 
The official will then notify the defen- 
sive captain, usually through his on- 
field microphone. 

The NFL does not allow a receiver 
to first touch a forward pass if he was 
forced out of bounds by a defender. 
Remember that the NCAA permits it if 
he tries to immediately come back in 
bounds. 

The NFL Rulebook penalizes an in- 
eligible receiver only if he touches a 
pass. Unlike college rules, there is no 
penalty for that player who just goes 
beyond the line of scrimmage on a pass 
play. The penalty varies depending on 
where the ineligible player touched the 
pass. If it was behind the line of scrim- 
mage, then itis treated as an incomplete 
pass. If beyond the line, then 
itis a 10-yard penalty ora loss of down. 

At first, diehard football fans may 
think that the ineligible receiver pen- 
alty is an easy one to comprehend. This 
may have changed their minds. 


Barry Dreayer is the president and 
founder of TeachMeSports, an Atlanta- 
based company that conducts seminars 
on how to be an informed spectator of 
baseball, basketball and football. For 
more information contact Barry at 
(404) 973-3442. 
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On the morning of the Nebraska- 
Utah State football opener, the breakfast 
conversation at Lincoln’s Cornhusker 
Hotel was about basketball. At one 
table it was, anyway. 

Nebraska basketballcoach Danny 
Nee had breakfast with Al McGuire, 
the former Marquette basketball coach 
and now a basketball analyst for NBC 
television. Naturally, football was 
mentioned. But only in passing. 

McGuire was in town as the featured 
speaker at the University of Nebraska 
Foundation’s annual Directors Club 
dinner, held the previous evening. Nee 
was acting as McGuire’s host, which is 
understandable given their shared pro- 
fessional interest — basketball. 

But it goes beyond that with McGuire 
and Nee. Both are from the metropoli- 
tan New York City area, and Nee 
played freshman basketball at 
Marquette. In fact, “I’d say Danny was 
probably the first guy I recruited at 
Marquette,” said McGuire. 

“I brought my mother along (on a 
recruiting visit to the Nee home); she 
got friendly with Danny’s mother and it 
was a lock.”’ 

After a year at Marquette, at a time 
when freshmen couldn't play for var- 


sity teams, Nee left to enlist in the 
Marines. He and McGuire met again 
when Nee was an assistant coach to 
Digger Phelps at Notre Dame and 
McGuire was getting started at NBC, 
after leading Marquette to the NCAA 
championship in 1977. 

“I would have liked to coach one 
more year,” McGuire said. 

But he had made his decision to 
retire from coaching and submitted his 
resignation to Marquette officials be- 
fore the season. 

Anyway,whenever McGuire’s as- 
signment for NBC was Notre Dame, 
he’d make it a point to sit down with 
Nee and absorb everything he could. 

As any basketball fan knows, 
McGuire isn’t hesitant to offer opin- 
ions, and the breakfast discussion at the 
Cornhusker was no exception. “I'd put 
the Big Eight as the second-best con- 
ference in the country to the ACC,’ he 
told Nee. “I still don’t believe that, 
nationally, you receive the respect you 
should.” 

That’s changing, though, Nee said, 
pointing out that the Big Eight will be 
part of the ESPN cable television 
network's “Big Monday” package this 
season. Big Eight games will follow 


BREAKFAST 
WITH 


McGUIRE 


The man who originally 
recruited Danny Nee 

chats with his former player 
about Big Eight basketball. 


Big East games, providing the confer- 
ence with significant, national exposure. 

“Don’t you think this is a good job?” 
Nee asked McGuire. 

McGuire said it was, drawing a par- 
allel to Alabama’s hiring of C.M. 
Newton several seasons ago. The late 
Bear Bryant brought in Newton and 
gave him the time, as well as the sup- 
port, necessary to build a program. As 
a result, the Crimson Tide has enjoyed 
regular success in basketball. 

Nebraska Athletic Director Bob 
Devaney did the same thing with Nee, 
according to McGuire. And now 
Devaney’s support is paying off. 

“Basketball, in season, has arrived 
(at Nebraska),” McGuire said, obvi- 
ously warming to the subject. 

In his fifth season as head coach, Nee 
took the Cornhuskers to the NCAA 
Tournament, for only the second time 
in school history. As a result, “the hon- 
eymoon is over,’’ said McGuire. 
“There’s more pressure on Danny now. 
He created it.”” 

Nebraskans shouldn’t expect Nee to 
take his teams to the NCAA Tourna- 
ment every season from now on, 
however, according to McGuire. “I 
don’t know if you can get enough 
(players) out of the state to make a four- 
yearrun,”’ he said to Nee. “I don’t think 
you can go four years in a row. 

“Basketball is a city game, an inner- 
city game, and unless you do what 
(Oklahoma’s) Billy (Tubbs) does, lean 
more toward jucos (junior college 
players) — which you might have to do 
—1Idon’t think you can stockpile play- 
ers. 


To illustrate his point, McGuire told 
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Danny Nee 


Nee he’d probably have difficulty at- 
tracting forwards right now because 
Eric Piatkowski and Carl Hayes “are 
the best forwards in the conference, as 
a combination. As a pair, they're the 
best,’* McGuire said. “If ’ ma forward, 
I'd find it pretty hard to come here right 
now.” 

With last season’s success, “you’ ve 
gone by the comfort zone,” McGuire 
said, resuming that train of thought. 
“Everybody starts dreaming about Fi- 
nal Fours.”’ 

“National championships aren’t 
where we're at,” said Nee. “We've still 
got realistic goals in our conference. If 
we can survive in our league, we're 
there.”” 

McGuire again acknowledged the 
Big Eight’s strength. “I always rate 
conferences from the bottom, not the 
top,’” he said. “If you put Kansas State 
sixth or seventh (in the Big Eight), what 
would they do against No. 6 or No. 7 in 
the Big East or Big Ten?” 

McGuire was quick to answer his 
own theoretical question. “Blow *em 
out of the water,” he said. 

Nee continued his pitch for the Big 
Eight. It might be strong enough to put 
five teams in the NCAA Tournament 
this season, he said. 

“That's a backroom area,” 
said McGuire, who ad- 


dressed several other 
subjects before breakfast was 
finished. 


The relationship between 
basketball and football pro- 
grams at major universities: 
“T think football is an asset. 
Winning football. As long 
as you keep your perspective and bas- 
ketball is the lounge act.” 

The balance of power in Big Eight 
basketball: “The days of Kansas being 
a dynasty in the conference are over, 
despite its tradition.” 

National recruiting problems Nee 
must overcome: “There's a tendency 
for kids to stay at home now. It’s a 
cycle, a 10-year cycle. Kids want to go 
away (to school) and then they want to 
stay home. Danny’s behind schedule a 
year because of the Big East. When 
there was no Big East, a coach like 


Danny or Al McGuire, could go cherry- 
pick the East Coast. All of New England 
and New York City were open. That 
was my hunting ground. You weren't 
fighting the one-eyed monster: televi- 


",..1f you put Kansas State sixth or 
seventh, what would they do 
against No. 6 or No. 7 in the Big 
East or Big Ten?...Blow 'em out of 


the water." — McGuire 


sion. That’s what made the Big East, 
TV and (former commissioner) Dave 
Gavett. 

“If the Big Midwest takes off, that 
will dry up Chicago.” 

The Bob Devaney Sports Center's 
being built with money froma cigarette 
tax: “That was a very original thought 
at the time, and you joked about it. 
Now, you can see a building built by a 
joke.” 

Finishing around the horn... 

McGuire’s early favorites to reach 
this season’s NCAA Final Four include 


by Mike Babcock 


Duke, Indiana, Arkansas, LSU and 
Arizona. His Player of the Yearis LSU's 
Shaquille O’ Neal. “It’s open and closed 
if he’s not injured.” 

Even though Nee never played var- 
sity basketball at Marquette, 
McGuire 
formulated an opinion of Nee’s 
style of play. “Danny was a 
tough player,” McGuire said. 

Former Cornhusker Clifford 
Scales is among three players 
who have been 
invited to the Golden State 
Warriors’ preseason camp in 
early October. Scales earned 
the opportunity by playing well at two 
Warriors’ summer camps for rookies 
and free agents. 

“They are much in need of a backup 
point guard to Tim (Hardaway), Scales 
recently told the Lincoln Journal-Star. 
“They told me from day one if I could 
step it up, the job was mine.” 

Scales was recruited as a shooting 
guard by Nebraska but played point 
guard his final two seasons as a Corn- 
husker. “The writing was on the wall 
for that, and now I’m glad,’” he said, 
recalling his first day of summer camp 
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with Golden State. He was shooting 
around, and Donnie Nelson, a Warrior 
assistant and the son of Head Coach 
Don Nelson, said if he were an off- 
guard, he'd end up in the CBA. 

“| prepared forit very well, and things 
just worked out exceptionally. On the 
first day I was told, “You sure have 
given yourself a shot just by being in 
shape.”** 

Scales could benefit from the NBA’s 
salary cap. “Hey, I’m cheap labor,”” he 
said. “That makes me even more mar- 
ketable because if I can play, they're 
going to offer me a minimum type of 
contract.” 

About the time Scales is reporting to 
the Warriors preseason camp, former 
Cornhusker teammate Tony Farmer will 
be reporting to the Los Angeles Lakers’ 
camp as a free agent. 

Nebraska's internal investigation into 
the basketball program, which began 
with the discovery that Farmer and Jose 
Ramos had violated the NCAA’s extra- 
benefit rules, has been concluded and 
the findings have been forwarded to the 
NCAA. 

As a result of the investigation, the 
University has imposed sanctions on 
the program. 

One scholarship will be taken for the 
1991-92 academic year, meaning Ne- 
braska will have a maximum of 14 
scholarships rather than the NCAA- 
allotted 15. The Cornhuskers currently 
have 10 scholarship players. 

One recruiting visit will be elimi- 
nated for the 1991-92 academic year. 
from 15 visits to 14. 

The University will require all stu- 
dent-athletes to disclose the purchase 
terms of their automobiles. 

And the University will expand its 
orientation program for student-athletes 
regarding NCAA rules. 

Nee issued a prepared statement in 
response to the conclusion of the inves- 
tigation: “It’s good to finally get this 
behind us. We had a great season, but 
since the end of the year, there has been 
a cloud hanging over the program with 
Jose and Tony. I said at the start of the 
investigation that the program would 
be vindicated, and I believe it has been.” 

Al Papik, Nebraska's Assistant Ath- 
letic Director for compliance, also 
issued a statement: “The investigation 
team found no wrongdoing on the part 
of the coaching staff. However, in ac- 
cordance with the principals of 
institutional control, the University is 
responsible for the conduct of its stu- 
dent-athletes.”’ Hi 
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The Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes 
encourages the heroes of 
the sports world to be 
positive influences to the 
youth of America. You do / 
not have to be an athlete to 4 
be a positive influence. by 
You can help the Fellowship 
of Christian Athletes by 
becoming a supporting 
member. Write to the 
Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes, P.O. Box 711, : 
Milford, Nebraska 68405 or 
call Wendell Conover at 
402/761-3166. 
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Although I love my hometown, it 
isn’t exactly the media capital of the 
world. | was wondering if this hinders 
the football team in any way. A lot of 
people that vote in the polls don’t make 
itto the games from Chicago, Miami or 
New York. Do you feel that being near 
a true media center helps a team like 
USC, Penn State or Miami? 

Rob Harris 
Lincoln, Neb. 


Osborne: The teams near highly popu- 
lated areas definitely have an advantage 
in media coverage and in recruiting. 
Because of this, we have to work harder 
at recruiting and proving to the media 
around the country that we have a good 
team. 


With all the criticism the Huskers 
have received recently about the sched- 
uling of weaker teams, could you please 
tell me how far in advance that the 
schedules are made? 

If the schedules are made four or 
five years inadvance, how do you know 
that teams like Minnesota or Baylor 
won't be a powerhouse? 

Go Big Red! 

Terry Hollister 
Sioux City, [A 


Osborne: Our schedule is made five to 
10 years inadvance. We have had teams 
such as Texas, Arkansas and Tulane 
drop us from their schedule. At this 
time, we only have 10 games scheduled 
for next fall because Temple has can- 
celled their contract with us to play in 
1992. 

When schedules are set so far in 
advance, it is hard to know how good a 
team will be when you play them. | 
believe last year we beata good team in 
Minnesota, and a Baylor team that re- 
cently defeated defending National 
Champions Colorado. 


First of all, let me say how big a 
Husker fan I am. 

Here in Kansas City, lam surrounded 
by Missouri, Kansas and Kansas State 
fans. Football season is always fun be- 
cause they can’t brag about anything, 
while my Huskers are fighting for the 
conference title. 

1 am also a big Kansas City Chiefs 
fan. With the tremendous athleticism 
of Christian Okoye, | was wondering if 
the Huskers would ever look at a pos- 
sible recruit from another country. 


Asuza Pacific took achance with Okoye 

and he turned into a great player. 
Thanks for your time. 

Larry Kinderfeld 

Kansas City, Mo. 


Osborne: Thanks for your support in 
Kansas City. With the new NCAA legis- 
lation restricting the number of coaches 
that can recruit and the number of 
visits we can make to see a recruit, it 
would be very hard to do a good job 
recruiting nationally and internation- 
ally. 

At the current time, we do have Terris 
Chorney (Canada) and Brent 
Poppelwell (Australia) playing for us. 


Is it better to play teams like Utah 
State and Colorado State at the start of 
the schedule or would you rather open 
the season against a team like Wash- 
ington or Penn State? | would think it 
would be better to open up witha weaker 
team, but I'm not a college coach ei- 
ther. I’m behind the Huskers all the 
way to the Orange Bowl. 

Jim Pollock 
Omaha, Neb. 


Osborne: It is difficult to open the sea- 
son with a Top 10 team, especially if 
you are breaking in a good number of 


Jirst time starters. We do enjoy playing 


tough competition in our non-confer- 
ence schedule. Some of the teams we 
have opened with in the past 10 years 
are: lowa(1981-82), Penn State (1983), 
Florida State (1984-85), Texas A&M 
(1988) and Baylor (1990). 


Living in Muncie, Ind., I hear a lot 
about Notre Dame football. While I 
was in the mall the other day, I noticed 
a set of Fighting Irish trading cards that 
included former greats and current 
players. Has Nebraska ever produced 
anything like this or considered a simi- 
lar promotion? Or is this just another 
Fighting Irish money-making scheme? 
Dave Cox 
Muncie, Ind. 


Osborne: We do sell trading cards of 
our past-great players to fans. We have 
a collection of 100 cards we started 
selling during our 100th year anniver- 
sary, Anyone interested in purchasing 
them can contact our Athletic Depart- 
ment. 


If you have questions for Coach 
Osborne, please address them to View 
From South Stadium, P.O. Box 83222, 
Lincoln, NE 68501. @ 
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LEE SAPP 
ENTERPRISES 


THE NAME YOU CAN TRUST 


LEE SAPP LEASING, INC. LEE SAPP INSURANCE, INC. 
9902 S. 148th St. 9904 S. 148th St. 
Omaha, NE 68138 Omaha, NE 68138 

(402) 895- atts (402) 895-0990 


PFALS * 
J Independent 
FORD AUTHORIZED LEASING SYSTEM Insurance 


Agent, 


LEE SAPP FORD-MERCURY ASHLAND STATE BANK 
1602 Silver St. 2433 Silver St. 
Ashland, NE 68003 Ashland, NE 68003 
(402) 944-3367, Ashland (402) 944-2111, Ashland 
(402) 789-7155, Lincoln (402) 341-5123, Omaha 
(402) 342-6767, Omaha 


fas core 


MERCURY | 
NeseafS KI inc 


19001 Fishery Rd. 
Gretna, NE 68028 
(402) 332-3313 


The card that cares for the 
1992 U.S. Olympic Team. 


We're proud to be sponsors of the 1992 We're continuing that tradition today by 
U.S. Olympic Team. And we're proud finding new ways to respond to the health 
of our history of service to Nebraskans: care challenges of the 90's. Because for all 
A caring tradition that goes back more of us, athletes and non-athletes alike, there 
than 50 years. is nothing more important than health. 

Blue Cross USA 

Blue Shield 2% 

of Nebraska OC 


Official Sponsor 
of the 1992 
U.S. Olympic Team 


